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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

and that's one of the reasons I'm following up.

MR. THOMAS: The rules don't

contemplate you going back through the transcript

after seven hours and then coming back in here

and pounding him.

MS. DAVIS: Well, I'm not trying

to pound him. I'm ---

MR. THOMAS: What we need to do

is move to new topics. What we don't need to do

is go to the transcript and use extra time. You

know, we want to get this thing done today.

MS. DAVIS: I that understand

that Mr. Thomas, and I'm trying to do that.

469

14 Q (By Ms. Davis) But in follow-up to

15

16

17

that, I'm trying to understand your testimony.

MR. THOMAS: You've made three or

four references to previous transcripts.

18 Q (By Ms. Davis) And let me just finish

19

20

21

22

23

24

this line of questioning; and that is to say

that in going down and meeting with the West

Memphis 3 investigators to see what kind of

people would want to get killers of out of

prison, you wanted to take that opportunity to

inform the West Memphis 3 investigators that the

BLUES CITY REPORTING
(662) 349-7070

Case 4:09-cv-00008-BSM     Document 38-4      Filed 08/21/2009     Page 2 of 148



1

2

right guys were in prison and there was no need

for further investigation; correct?

470

3 A At the time, yes. Little to know that

4

5

6

7

I was under their investigation.

MS. DAVIS: And I'll object to

everything but, "at the time, yes," as being

nonresponsive.

8 Q (By Ms. Davis) Did you tell John

9

10

Mark Byers about the DNA evidence when Ron Lax

told you about your DNA evidence?

11

12

A

Q

I'm not sure.

Do you have any recollection of

13

14

calling Mr. Byers and informing him of that DNA

evidence some time in Mayor June of 2007?

15

16

17

18

A

Q

A

Q

I don't recollect that.

Is it possible that you did?

It could be. I'm not sure.

If Mr. Byers said that you called him

19

20

21

22

23

24

and told him about the DNA evidence before he

had heard about the Hobbs DNA evidence from any

other source, would you agree that that's

probably likely what you did?

MR. THOMAS: Objection; lack of

foundation, also calls for speculation.
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

now let me ask it this way to make it clear.

A I don't have any negatives.

Q You do -- I meant grammatical

negatives. You do not take responsibility,

personal responsibility, for any of the

emotional or other problems that your daughter,

Amanda Hobbs, has. Is that correct, sir?

569

8

9

A

Q

In this stack of papers, no.

I'm not talking about that stack of

10 papers. I'm talking about your daughter, sir.

11

12

13

A

daughter.

Q

I have been a good daddy to my

And I take that to mean that when we

14

15

16

talk about emotional or other problems that your

daughter has had, you do not feel you are

responsible for any of those. Is that correct?

17 A Correct. I've been a strong -- I have

18

19

20

21

been a father figure to my daughter.

(Whereupon, Exhibit No. 32

was marked to the testimony

of the witness.)

22 Q (By Ms. Davis) Let me show you what's

23

24

been marked as Deposition Exhibit No. 32, which

is a declaration from David Jacoby. Mr. Jacoby
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1

570

is a friend of your's; correct?

2

3

A

Q

He is.

And he is also a major alibi witness

4

5

for you with regard to your whereabouts on the

night of May 5th of 1993; correct?

6

7

A

Q

He's one alibi.

Let me direct your attention to

8

9

Paragraph 6. Excuse me for just a second.

(Brief pause.)

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Q (Reading. )

"On May 5th of 1993, I worked at

the Memphis Ice Cream Company. I

got home from work at

approximately 4:30 p.m. on that

day. Sometime between 5:00 p.m.

and 5:30 p.m. on May 5th of

17 1993 it could have been as a

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

do you?

A

late as 6:00 p.m, but I believe it

was between 5:00 and 5:30 p.m.

Terry Hobbs came over to my

house."

You don't disagree with that paragraph,

Well, I'm not sure about the time
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1

571

frame.

2 Q It's possible you got there between

3 5:00 and 5:30?

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

A

house.

Q

A

Q

possible.

A

It's possible I went over to his

Between 5:00 and 5:30?

I ain't gonna to say that.

Well, it's either not possible or it's

Well, I went over to his house.

11 That's possible.

12 Q Is it possible you got there between

13 5:00 and 5:30?

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

A

Q

A

Q

possible.

A

Q

I'm not sure.

So, it is possible?

I'm not sure.

If you're not sure, then it's

Call it what you will.

Let me direct your attention to

21

22

23

24

Paragraph 7:

"I believe I saw Terry's stepson,

Stevie Branch, ride by on his

bicycle in the street in front of
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Was it in the '90s?

I'm not sure.

Could have been the '80s?

It could have been.

Was it before or after the murders?

After.

Do you recall how long it was after?

I don't.

What were the circumstances that

595

10 caused you to file for bankruptcy?

11

12

A

Q

I don't recall.

Have you received any charitable

13

14

15

donations from people that were sympathetic to

the family situation that you were in following

the murder of Stevie?

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

A

Q

A

did.

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Have I received?

Yes.

Our families -- all three families

How much did your family receive?

I couldn't tell you.

More than 10,000?

I couldn't tell you.

More than 20,000?
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1 Q (By Ms. Davis) How -- what would be

597

2

3

4

5

the best way for me to determine how much your

family received as a result of charitable

donations arising from people's sympathy over

the murder of Stevie?

6 A Ask Father Tinsley. He was in charge

7 of the funds.

8 Q Have you received any funds from

9

10

11

people sympathetic to your situation following

the death of Stevie, other than the funds you

received through this Father Tinsley?

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

A

Q

A

Q

didn't?

A

Q

Not that I recall.

Is it possible you did?

Here we go.

It's possible you did and possible you

I didn't. I don't recall.

Well, are you sure you didn't or do

19 you not recall whether you did or not?

20

21

A

Q

I don't believe we have.

If we take the charitable gifts that

22

23

24

you received from people sympathetic to your

situation following the murder of Stevie and we

add the amounts that you received from the sale
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1

599

while she was living with you?

2

3

A

Q

I don't know.

Do you have any recollection of

4

5

calling the police and reporting that Amanda had

run away in 2004?

6

7

8

9

A

Q

A

Q

No, not right off.

Doesn't ring a bell?

No.

Did Pam Hobbs get a restraining order

10 against you in 2005?

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

A

Q

A

bell.

Q

1994?

A

Q

I'm not sure.

That doesn't ring a bell either?

I'm not sure. No, it don't ring a

Did you have a breakdown in 1993 or

No.

If your journal says you had a

19

20

breakdown in 1993 or '94, would that be the

case?

21

22

A

Q

I don't believe my journal says that.

If your journal did say that, would

23

24

you argue with it?

MR. THOMAS: Objection; calls for
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1 speculation.

600

2

3

4

Q

journal?

A

(By Ms. Davis) Can we rely on your

It's just something I was trying to

5 write a story about.

6 Q I -- you've said that before. Clarify

7

8

9

that for me. Are you trying to write a fiction

story or are you trying to accurately record the

events that occurred on May 5th?

10

11

12

13

14

A

Q

A

Q

A

I'm just trying to write a story.

What does "a story" mean?

To me, this is a story. Just a story.

A true story?

I don't know if it's true. I don't --

15

16

17

I would like to think I'm doing my best with it.

Have you ever tried writing something about

something like this?

18 Q Mr. Hobbs, do you even know what's

19

20

21

22

23

24

true regarding the events of May 5 th or May

6th of 1993?

A Sure do.

Q That just may not be included in your

journals. Is that correct?

A Well, that might be your theory.
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1 Q And it might not be included in your

601

2 Dimension Films interview, the truth; correct?

3

4

A

Q

Well, you can call it what you want.

And it might not, the truth, be

5

6

included in your interview with the West Memphis

Police Department; correct?

7

8

9

A

Q

A

Call it what you want.

Are all those statements true, sir?

I wouldn't put stock in none of your

10 statements.

11 Q Your -- your accounts to those

12

13

different entities mayor may not be true.

That's correct, isn't it, sir?

14

15

A I'm not sure.

MS. DAVIS: Let's take a break

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

and let me see where we're at.

VIDEOGRAPHER: This is the end of

Tape 2 of the videotape deposition of Mr. Terry

Hobbs. The time is approximately 11:16 a.m.

(Brief recess.)

VIDEOGRAPHER: This is the

beginning of Tape 3 of the videotape deposition

of Mr. Terry Hobbs. The time is approximately

11:29 a.m.
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1

2

noticed -- I mean, do you think you would have

noticed something going on if there was activity

608

3

4

5

in that

A

Q

in the woods?

You would think so.

And, I mean, I'm curious, and I think

6

7

8

9

10

there is a lot of curiosity about whether that's

where the murders actually happened. Do you

have a belief as to whether the murders of the

three boys actually happened in Robin Hood Hills

Woods?

11

12

13

A

happened.

Q

Well, the police say that's where it

Okay. And so, you're just satisfied

14 that that's where it happened?

15

16

A

Q

I had to be satisfied with something.

Okay. And let's go back to the day

17

18

19

20

21

that the West Memphis 3 were arraigned for

murdering Stevie and his two friends. Do you

remember that day when -- when they were first

brought into the courtroom and charged,

arraigned with murdering the three boys?

22

23

A

Q

Yes, sir.

Now, Stevie's biological father had to

24 be physically restrained from attacking Damien
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Echols. Is that right?

A Correct.

Q And then your wife at the time, Pam

Hobbs, Stevie's mother, had to be removed from

the courtroom because she kept hollering,

"punks, punks, punks" at the three?

A Correct.

Q And you went out with Pam Hobbs when

she had to leave the courtroom. Is that

correct?

609

11

12

A

Q

Correct.

And you were interviewed by the police

13

14

at the time; correct -- or not by the police,

but by the press when you left?

15

16

17

A

Q

three

Correct.

And Pam made statements about the

the West Memphis 3 being -- how she

18

19

would like to beat their heads against the wall,

something to that affect?

20

21

A

Q

All right.

And you made a statement that it was

22

23

24

difficult for you to restrain yourself, that you

were looking for a rail to jump over or some way

to get at the three yourself.
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1

2

3

4

A

Q

A

Q

Probably so.

It was hard to restrain yourself.

Probably.

And, I mean, you at that point had

610

5

6

formed a belief that these three had killed

Stevie and his two friends; correct?

7

8

A

Q

We didn't know until that day.

But on that day, you learned about

9

10

11

Mr. Misskelley's confession? How did -- how did

you form the belief on that day that these three

did the killings?

12 A We were called -- the police called us

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

and told us to be at the court on this day, that

we would find -- we would see the three boys

that were charged with killing our kids.

Q But what made you so convinced -- I

mean, Stevie's biological father is having to be

physically restrained. Pam is hollering,

"punks, punks, punks," and you're looking for a

way to get at him yourself. What made you so

convinced at that point in time of their guilt?

22 A At this time, you don't know what to

23 think. You know, we we got the phone call

24 from the police, and we showed up, and this is
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1

2

A

Q

Would you repeat the question?

(By Mr. Wellenberger) One of the

614

3

4

5

6

7

8

purposes that you're trying to do here in this

lawsuit is to chill the rights of other people.

You want to -- just to chill the rights of other

people to advocate for the release of the West

Memphis 3.

MR. THOMAS: Same objection.

9 Q (By Mr. Wellenberger) Is that -- is

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

that one purpose of this lawsuit?

A One of them.

Q Now, Stevie had some friends. Dawn

Moore was his girlfriend?

A Yes, sir.

Q He had gone and bought her a

five-dollar gift or something. Is that right?

17

18

A

Q

A little ring.

Yeah. And then Erin Hutchinson was

19

20

21

I don't know whether he was a friend or an

acquaintance, but I think he knew Stevie, didn't

he?

22

23

24

A

Q

A

They all went to school together.

In the same Cub Scout group together?

I believe.
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1 have a day?

625

2

3

4

5

A

Q

A

Q

I had 110 a week.

A hundred and ten a week?

Roughly.

Do you still see any of those old

6 customers?

7

8

A

Q

I have. I've run across some of them.

There was one or two that it was

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

really hard for you to go -- and I may be wrong

about this, but I was thinking it was really

hard for you to go to their stores after Stevie

because they were so sorry about what happened

to Stevie, and there - that it made you relive

things. Does that -- does that ring a bell?

A Sure.

Q Who were those folks?

A I had a lot of customers that was like

that. All of my customers really thought a lot

of me because of what I done; and when this

happened to us, it's just like I belonged to

them. They took it that personal. And they had

taken a liking to me, and I would go in their

stores. They would cry, you know, and they

would get emotional about it and -- and which
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1

2

3

REDACTED
631

4

5

A

Q

I'm sure it did.

Okay. And at the time you're doing

6

7

the Dimension Films, is trying to do justice for

Stevie even a part of that at this point?

8

9

10

11

12

A

Q

just

about?

A

Probably to some degree.

Now, tell me about that. I mean,

what is this doing justice for Stevie

Because we felt like this HBO made

13

14

15

16

17

some bad documentaries. You know, they led us

one way and done another, and we wanted to

somewhere along the line try to correct that,

and I -- when this come along, we probably

caught ourself doing that.

18

19

20

21

Q

A

it.

Q

And by "correcting it," you mean ---

Get out some of the truth as we knew

And the truth will be like that Jessie _

22 Misskelley gave four confessions, not one?

23

24

A

Q

Okay.

I mean, is that part of the truth?
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1 A If that -- that means a

632

2 (unintelligible) .

3 Q Well, I mean, I'm -- I'm not - I'm

4

5

not telling you answers.

questions.

I'm asking you

6 A I'm not disputing his confessions. He

7 did that, not me.

8

9

10

11

Q

correct?

A

Q

And you believe his confessions;

I have no reason not to.

Now, what -- I mean, you're wanting

12

13

this film to come in and say the West Memphis 3

killed Stevie and his two friends, and they

14 deserve the punishment they got. I mean, that's

15

16

the -- that's your -- that's part of why you're

doing the Dimension Films contract; correct?

17

18

A

Q

I'm not sure about that.

Okay. What -- what are you unsure

19 about then?

20 A I mean, if that was our mission -- I

21 ain't going to say that that was our mission.

22 Q Was that one of your missions?

23 A It could have been. I'm not sure.

24 Q Well, I mean, I thought you thought
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1 representing the Dixie Chicks, was she?

635

2 A She's known as a lead singer of the

3 Dixie Chicks. That was in the papers.

4 Q Okay. So, she can be a lead singer of

5

6

the Dixie Chicks but still have a life separate

and apart from the Dixie Chicks, can't she?

7

8

A I don't know. That's up to them.

MR. WELLENBERGER: I'm going to

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

take a break and see if there's -- I think we're

about done.

VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off

the record. The time is approximately 12:07 p.m.

(Lunch recess.)

VIDEOGRAPHER: We are now back on

the record. The time is approximately 1:00 p.m.

(Whereupon, Exhibit No. 33

was marked to the testimony

of the witness.)

19 Q (By Mr. Wellenberger) Mr. Hobbs, I

20

21

22

23

24

had you look at Exhibit 33 during the lunch

break, and is this a copy of an article that was

in the Memphis Commercial Appeal following the

arraignment of the West Memphis 3?

MR. THOMAS: We can stipulate to
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff sues the Defendants for compensatory and punitive damages

and demands a jury to try this case when the issues are"joined and for all other just and proper

relief to which he may be entitled.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this the 25th day ofNovember, 2008.

TERRY HOBBS

Y , Bar No. 2002041
orney for Plaintiff

557 Locust Ave.
COD1Vay,AJ{ 72034
Phone: (501) 932-1007
Fax: (501) 336-8688
Email: chilandlaw@alltel.net

Case 4:09-cv-00008-BSM     Document 38-4      Filed 08/21/2009     Page 26 of 148











any compensation which is contrary to any law, rule or regulation. If there shall exist any conflict between
this Agreement and any such law, rule or regulation, the latter shall prevail, and the provision(s) hereof
affected shall be curtailed, limited or eliminated only to the extent necessary to remove such conflict and, as
so modified, this Agreement shall continue in full force and effect. This.Agreement may be executed in one
or more counterparts, and when executed by each of the parties signatory hereto, said counterparts shall
constitute a valid, binding agreement. An executed counterpart returned by facsimile shall be deemed an
original. All of the principal deal terms which close this Agreement are those terms stated herein.

If the foregoing represents our understanding, please so signifY by signing in the place provided below.

Sincerely,

Dimension Films, a division of
The Weinstein Company, LLC

By: _

Its: _

Accepted and Agreed To:

Pam Hobbs
SS#:

Terry Hobbs
SS#:

v.1 3
HOBBS 00620
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Pam and Terry Hobbs Interview (1 of 2)

Tigerfish®
Transcribing.Editing

203 Columbus Avenue' San Francisco 94133
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Pam and Terry Hobbs Interview (1 of 2)

[Beginning of recorded material]

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:·

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

[Unintelligible] recording?

Yeah. I just got to do this. [Unintelligible] right this way. [Where's] the

mic? I'll leave [unintelligible].

I was thinking this might be a good thing. Maybe even if you don't

mind just starting over, just --

Starting over this --

Yeah. Just because I want --

[Crosstalk] afternoon [crosstalk] --

-- because one of the things -- because again, one of the things I want

to make sure that we do, what we are intending to do is the-the whole

thing you and I talked about as far as showing-showing -- making

Stevie a person. I want to see him at school. I want to see him come

horne. I want to see him with his mom. You know, I want this person

to be a person. And so --

And what's great about this --

-- specific details of-of that are really-really good. I love the Elvis

story. I think there's a good chance that's going in the movie.
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Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:'

Pam Hobbs:

Terry Hobbs:

Pam Hobbs:

Pam and Terry Hobbs Interview (1 of 2)
Page 2

And what's great about this is --

And-and the conversation about Mike buying the Elvis lamp.

This has -- this has all -- this has the three kids in it. This is just

[crosstalk].

And this is all three of them. This might be a useful way for partly to

frame all that.

I love that. I love that. Okay. So, pick him up the 2:45.

Yeah, at school.

At school.

And then we walk home. And of course on the way home, Stevie told

me -- probably a million times; I didn't count them -- "They love me."

I'd say around 3:00 or 5:00 is when Michael arrived, because school

got out around 3:00 or so, and we lived so close. Michael came over,

and Stevie would get into the [car fort] [unintelligible] by the time

Michael got there, and Michael asked if Stevie could come over to his

house. And I told him, "No, not today. I'm getting ready for work. I'm

cooking supper and all that." And Stevie and Mike were both begging,

"Please, please! I'll be back!" And I said, "Boy, if you're not back

home by 4:30, you're grounded two weeks [unintelligible]."
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And so, Stevie and Michael left just as happy as they could be. I

thought Michael had a watch on, because he told me as they rolled off,

he said, "My mom's not home yet, but she'll be home in five minutes, I

promise." Well, I wouldn't think five minutes had passed by the time

Christopher was knocking on the door. And he asked about Stevie a

lot, and I told him, "Well, you just missed him. They just ,left to go to

Michael's house." And he said, "Well, can I come in and see Amanda

for a little bit?" And I said, "Yeah, that'd be fine." So, they sat in the

den and watched the Muppet Babies, and when the Muppet Babies

went off he left. So...

How much older -- or Amanda was a little younger, right?

She was 4.

Four. So, he had a little crush on-on Amanda?

Yeah.

Four years older.

Melissa had told me that after they were murdered, that, urn,

Christopher came home one day and said, "[I'm going to have a]

girlfriend." And she said, "Uh, who?" And he said, "Yeah, but she's

younger than me." And she said, "Well, how old is she?" And he told

her, "She's 4, and she's [who is she?] Stevie's sister [Amanda]."
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Dat-dating a woman half his age already.

Mm-hmm.

It's-it's like in Hollywood or something.

And Stevie was, uh -- [always hitching up a date] with Michael

Moore's sister, Dawn.

And she was older.

I think I remember-remember hearing that, because Stevie was -- he

was ambitious in the older women.

Yep.

And, uh -- and Chris had the younger -- that's [crosstalk].

[Crosstalk] hung out with Mike, or Chris come over and I got him [not

wanting to] kiss Amanda.

And he was just [over-abused] in that day. And, uh, he'd come in, and

I asked Terry ifhe could tell Amanda, "Bye." And Terry said, "Well,

tell her bye," and Christopher shyly put his hands in his pocket and

told her, "Bye," which Stevie was out on the car fort laughing, because

he knew Christopher wanted her to come out there so he could give

her a kiss bye. And Terry [got him], "Tell her bye now."
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I said, Ityou tell her in here, boy. It

Who was -- who was Stevie better friends with, Christopher or

Michael?

Michael.

Yeah. They were -- were they like best friends, the two of them?

Yeah.

They were -- they did everything together. But they hung out with

Chris quite a bit?

Dh, Chris and Stevie were in the same [group]. So, I would say

probably, uh, about a month before the murder was when Chris really

started hanging around them both.

Okay. What would you think of -- I mean, uh, of Mike and-and Chris,

particularly -- just-just in your encounters with them, with the boys?

[As the boys]?

Yeah, just [unintelligible].
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[Unintelligible]. Uh, Michael was over one day, and he had a little

play badge, and he told' me he as an undercover drug agent. And I said,

"Boy, you going to get them" --

A little -- a little sheriffs badge [unintelligible].

I said, "Boy, you going to go get them bad boys, ain't you?" He said,

"Yeah."

Yeah. What about Chris?

Michael spent more time -- Chris, uh, he was just a little shy little boy

then. Started coming over right before they died.

Yeah.

He didn't spend as much time there as Michael did.

He was more quiet and --

Yeah, quiet.

Had you guys -- had you all known the Moores before that, or did you

kind of just get to know them when their kids started hanging out?

[Unintelligible].

Uh, really? So, you hadn't even met them, [unintelligible] parents?
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[Unintelligible] Todd --

We knew the Moores.

-- Todd was [crosstalk].

Right, right, right, right.

We met Mark Byers [unintelligible].

Right.

So, all you -- the only way you -- you didn't know them directly at all,

but their boy, because of being in the neighborhood, would just corne

over -- he had just started kind of corning over as sort of hanging out

with your son, and with -- and with Mike?

Yeah.

And you knew they were in the troop, or you knew they knew each

other from school.

And so, let's talk -- let's talk about what-what-what you remember

from the night, from the time you went to tell Pam that he was still

missing.
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Or do you want to start from where we stopped her, and just kind of

take it on through?

Yeah, sure. That's fine. You said around 3:05, or what was it, that they

took off, right?

Well, they were left here.

Steve -- uh, Chris left.

Yeah, but they were --

Chris left --

[Unintelligible] --

-- almost around 4:00.

-- [about] 4:00, because after the show ended.

The Muppet Babies come on at 3:30, and [they're off] at 4:00.

Right.

And you had -- then they weren't back by 4:30?
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Yeah. Terry had come home, uh, a little bit after 4:00, and the first

thing he asked was, "Where's Frog Leg?" That was Stevie's nickname.

And I said, "He went [unintelligible] -- or rode bikes with, uh, Mike

boy. He'll be --

I guess that's -- is that because ofthe way he looked, or [crosstalk]?

[Crosstalk] .

Frog-Frog Leg? Tell, tell.

Yeah. We was living up in Indiana. My dad had are -- a chain of

restaurants -- we had 32 restaurants. Okay, one -- had [some up in]

Indiana. The one I refer to has a big lake to have a swim, and have a

good time. Right in the middle of this lake was a -- something like this

out there floating around, where you could climb up on it and dive off.

Uh, 80-foot -- there's signs posted out there, 80-foot beach

[unintelligible]. We all get out there to that, and climb up on there.

Pam's still on her way, swimming out there to it.

Right.

And me and Stevie's already up there on top of it. And he bails off in

there, not knowing how to swim.

Ohman.
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And boy, immediately I go in to get him. But when I go down to get

him, he just looking like a frog.

[Laughs]

[Crosstalk] kicking his legs and arms, trying to go up. He,wasn't going

down.

That's [unintelligible]. I used to teach [unintelligible] by throwing

them in the water, because they'll-they'll do it naturally.

I put my hand on his butt,just, you know, brought him up.

Brought him up, yeah. I love that. They call him "Frog Leg" ever since

then.

Yeah.

That's fantastic.

So, so you came home. She was getting ready for work, right, I guess?

Yeah.

And you came home, and you guys were like worried?

I asked her, "Where's Stevie at?" Because Amanda was there, and she

said, "He's off riding his bicycle. He'll be home at 4:30." I walk out the
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driveway and look, you know, closer it gets to 4:30, to see ifI can see

him coming down the road, because I had to take her to work by 5:00.

Yeah.

And then -- and then [crosstalk]?

We left about 4:45, so we could go by the Moores to see if Stevie was

there, and tell him he was grounded. But, you know, they wasn't there.

And I went [crosstalk] --

So, is that [while] you were -- as-as soon as it was 4:30, you were

upset --

Yeah.

-- you were mad that he wasn't there?

[Crosstalk] wasn't home.

[Not] mad.

Well, I mean [unintelligible].

Not really thinking that anybody [unintelligible].

That's valid. Just thinking he just missed his --

Case 4:09-cv-00008-BSM     Document 38-4      Filed 08/21/2009     Page 49 of 148



Pam Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Pam Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:'

Terry Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Terry Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Interviewer:

Terry Hobbs:

Pam and Terry Hobbs Interview (1 of2)
Page 12

[Crosstalk].

So at that point, you're going on to work, and you just feel like, "Okay,

he-he stayed out too long. I told him."

So, from 4:45 -- what time did you have to start work?

At 5:00.

At 5:00, okay.

So, you took her on to work after you guys checked with the Moores.

There had been -- nobody had heard anything from him, and the

Moores weren't worried either, right? They just knew that these boys

were staying out [crosstalk].

Todd was out of town. He's a truck driver.

Hm.

And Dana's not home.

Okay.

And she's thinking [crosstalk] --

[Unintelligible]. I took her to work. I go back to my house. You know,

me and Amanda ride through the neighborhood to see if we could see
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her. Then Dana comes over to our house and says, "You seen

Michael?" I say, "No, he was supposed to be at your house." She went­

went back to her house, and kind of patrolled the neighborhood, and

that's where I met Mark Byers, when I went to her house. He came

across the street and asking if we'd seen Christopher. And we said,

"No" --

Is it -- is it 4:00 -- about 4:00 -- about 5:00 [crosstalk], so 5:30, 5:15?

Something in there.

Okay. And that's the first time you've laid eyes on him actually, right?

In my life.

Yeah. He's like, "I'm Mark Byers" --

Big old boy.

-- Chris' dad. I live up the street. Have you seen --

He lived right across the street from the Moores.

Right.

Mm-hmm. [Unintelligible].
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And so, you guys had actually just driven by the Moores just to see if

they were there, and you took her on to work. You went back to the

Moores -- or Dana Moore came over.

Well, I went back to the neighborhood, looking around [crosstalk].

Yeah. By yourself?

Yeah.

So, this would've been at 5:15 or so.

Right?

Yeah.

And we end up back at our house. Then Dana shows up at our house --

Okay.

-- and asks about Mike.

And then while you guys are kind of walking and looking around, you

run into Mark Byers? Had you guys started [crosstalk]?
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Somewhere in there.

Somewhere in there, [unintelligible]. Okay. And then -- and then Dana

said -- Didn't Dana -- didn't Dana testify that she saw him around

6:00?

I think [someone did].

Yeah.

[Crosstalk].

[Crosstalk]. That's right.

[Crosstalk].

[Crosstalk] that's right. [Crosstalk] -- yeah.

[Crosstalk] go into a wooded area.

So, why do you think, urn -- why do you think at that point that Stevie

didn't come home? Like -- I mean, if they were out, [unintelligible]

obviously [unintelligible] the neighborhood around 5:30.

I called the police to make a report about 5:30.

I thought you made the report at [9:00] [unintelligible]?
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No. We were -- there's paperwork over there saying that I called them

between 5:00 and 5:30, I believe, and -- to report kids missing -- our

kid's missing.

After Chris had -- after Mark Byers had walked over, do you think, or­

or before?

I think before.

But it was right in that timeframe. You know, basically once Dana

Moore came over, said, "Have you seen" -- you know, "I'm

concerned," and you guys went back to the Moores' house, and you

were kind of together thinking, "Okay, both of our kids are gone.

They're both late. We're a little worried now." Then Mark Byers walks

over, says, "I'm Mark Byers. I'm Chris' dad. Have you seen him?"

Then the three of you guys figure these -- the kids may be all together.

So, somewhere in that time you were getting concerned enough that

you called the police and said, "Hey, we've been looking for our boys.

We can't find them. Can you guys start [unintelligible]?"

And the answer the police told me -- "Don't worry about it. They're

over at someone's house playing. They'll be home."

Because it was so soon after they --

Right.
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So, you were starting to just get that slight sense of, "I'm a little

worried,"

Because [unintelligible].

[Crosstalk] [or not].

No?

He did want to help, kind of, like [crosstalk].

And had-had Stevie ever done that before, just not come home on-on

time?

It was unusual enough that you felt like --

Right.

-- something needs to be done.

And what happened from that point [unintelligible]?

We was told, "Don't worry about it. They'll be home." Well, as

parents, you know, we -- the Byers, Mark and Melissa, go out and ride

around [unintelligible], And me and Amanda go ride around

[unintelligible]. And Dana stays at her house, in case they come home

Case 4:09-cv-00008-BSM     Document 38-4      Filed 08/21/2009     Page 56 of 148





Terry Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Terry Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Terry Hobbs:

Pam Hobbs:

Terry Hobbs:

Pam Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Terry Hobbs:

Interviewer:

Pam and Terry Hobbs Interview (1 of 2)
Page 20

It was a place where kids had played and did things, like there's a

[unintelligible] --

[Unintelligible] kids would get up in there somehow and just run

around and play?

[But they-they] didn't know where he was at. [Unintelligible].

[Crosstalk] definitely didn't know it as a place where he'd go play.

That's right, yeah.

The first time [crosstalk] --

[Crosstalk].

-- Stevie, you're not in here.

That's -- so, you had just heard about it, and you go there and -- you

didn't know kids go in there personally, they would go in.

Right.

You just heard that maybe kids -- Did you -- had you also heard

anything about it being like a place not to be after dark, like maybe

transients being there, anything else about it?
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Not at that time.

Okay.

But we did later.

Yeah. So, at the time [unintelligible].

[Unintelligible] we would go up and ask, "Have you seen three boys?"

And every -- a lot of the kids were saying, "Yeah, we seen three boys

go into Robin Hood Hills." I didn't know where Robin Hood Hills was,

as far as they called it. But yeah, the more the people we asked, you

know, some of them kept saying, "Yeah, they [went there]."

You were -- so, you ran into a couple of people who said they actually

-- they saw them go in there?

Right.

So, at what point did you -- so, so you're still riding around at this

point, haven't seen them -- separately -- it's you riding around with

your friend --

David.

-- in your car. And, uh, assume the Byers -- you're not in touch with

them, but you assume they're out looking, because [crosstalk] --
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Well, we had seen them.

-- around. Are they walking or driving?

Driving.

And then, uh -- and Dana Moore's still at home?

Right.

And then what happened?

And were any of the people that told you that they saw -- they saw

them go into the woods, were they people you knew?

No.

Yeah. You just -- you were just asking people [unintelligible].

Right. Door-to-door, [unintelligible].

Uh, really? So, it was -- you were getting that --

Starting to --

Starting to get --

Starting to want to know something.
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Yeah, yeah.

And you were getting away from your little group of the few people

you knew right around there. You're just starting to ask strangers, but

you just [unintelligible].

The police -- the police had at one point told us, "Go door-to-door and

ask." So, a lot of us was doing that. You know, people we didn't even

know, there was starting to get -- be a gathering.

So, people were starting to get the word that some-some of our

neighbors we don't even know, three of the boys are gone. And some

people are starting to come out, and then they're asking their

neighbors, and it's becoming a--

That actually --

Neighbors [crosstalk].

-- didn't happen until the next day,

Okay.

People going door-to-door and stuff. Um, a police officer came to

[Catfish Island] where I worked, and took a report, went out to the

wooded area [with us] -- and I think [Gina Baker] was there. And
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Beforedark. And right at darkbeforePamcame,I pickedherup from

work. Therewasa -- therewas,uh, boyson four-wheelers,three­

wheelers,riding. And everybodykeptpointingto Robin Hood,and

therewaspeopleactuallygoingout in RobinHoodlooking to seeif

they wasout there.

Okay. So, it hadstarted-- somelocal -- somepeoplein the -- in the

neighborhoodhadstartedthinking theycouldbethere,and[crosstalk].

Whattime wereyou -- whattime wereyou -- wereyou supposedto

work until? Until 9:00?

Until 9:00.

Until 9:00.

Yeah,okay. And then-- andthat'swhy you wentthereat 9:00,

becauseyou knewit wastime for herto getoff.

Right.

And whenyou pickedherup, nobodyhadtalkedto you yet, right?

[Crosstalk].

You wereat work. So,basicallyyou hadgoneto work knowing that

Steviewaslate in cominghome.
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Yes.

And thenhecameandpickedyou up, andthat'swhereit's like -- you

said,"Did Stevieevercomehome?" or whatever,andyou saidyou had

thepiecesof candy--

[Crosstalk]wentto the carand--

-- you saidyou-youhadtwo piecesof candyin your handfor them,

for-for your kids.

-- [crosstalk]for Amanda--

And so,you went -- youheadedout to thecarexpectingto seebothof

them.

Mm-hmm.

Becausetheyusuallycomeall to pick you up together.

Mm-hmm.

And thenwhatexactlydid you say,if you remember?

SheaskedmewhereStevewas. I said,"We haven'tfoundhim yet."

And that'swhenyou said, "He'sdead"?
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Shesaidit [first thing].

Is that-- thatwasthe first thing?You just -- your first responsewas--

[Crosstalk].

-- "He'sdead"?

WhenI calledmy sisterat work to tell her Steviewasmissing,that's

thefirst thing I saidto hertoo. I said, "He'sdead."I said, "I'll neversee

him alive again."And she's,"Oh God, Pam,don't saythat. He'sgoing

to be okay. We'regoingto find him," but [crosstalk]Stevie

[unintelligible]. I knew--

Did you start[to get] frantic [unintelligible] inside?

And whenI didn't seehim -- whenI didn't seehim in the car, I

[unintelligible], becauseSteviewasn'tthat typeof child.

You justknew?

[Unintelligible] .

And sofrom thatpoint, for you, thenight was-wasjust sortof this in­

inside,frantic fear, [unintelligible] --

[Crosstalk].
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-- stress,driving fast, trying to --

Prayingto Godthatyou'rewrong.

"God, pleasedon't let this beso," but kind of knowing in my heartthat

[that's] really whathappened.

And meanwhile,you had[setoff to] keeplooking [or whatever]?

[Crosstalk]arounddark.

And just trying to becalm,trying to keephercalmasyou'refeeling

scaredyourselfinside?

Yeah. [Unintelligible] thecloserto dark it got, I mean,theywere-­

they-- he'sscaredof dark.

Yau knewthatwasbad.

At thatpoint, at leastyou'rethinking -- areyou thinking maybehe's

hadanaccident,somethinglike that?Or areyou thinking maybe,even

thatearly,thatsomeonehaddonesomethingto him?

Whateverwe-we-wehear-- we heardsomanythings.You know, we

heardthattheywasover thereat the laundromat,sowe ranoverthere

to the laundromatto seeif theywerein there.We heardsomebodyput

themin a van. You rememberthat?We heardsomebodyput themin

an ice creamvan.
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That'sall thatnight.

Yeah.

So,differentpeoplearesaying-- they literally aresaying" "I sawthree

kids, uh, gettingin that ice creamvan.II

Yeah.

Somebodyelsesays,"I sawthreeboysoverat the laundromat.II

Somebodysays-- what-what-what-- somebodysaidtheywereput in

an ice creamvan?

A van.

Wasit -- okay. Well, it could'vebeenanyvan,not necessarilyan ice

creamvan.

And that lawyerthattheybroughtfrom California-- whatwashis

name?

Chris [Unintelligible].

He lived herein WestMemphis,andsomehowheendedup in

California.Theybroughthim backto WestMemphisto questionhim,

because,uh -- becausehe droveanice creamvan.
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Sothatnight, all you heardwasawhite van,white or yellow?

[Unintelligible] found out it wasan ice creamvan.

Yeah.And I workedfor an ice creamcompanyat thetime.

[Unintelligible], yeah.

So,I hadsomeof my customerstell me, "You did it!"

Yeah.Who wasit -- do you rememberwho it wasthatsaidthatthey

sawthemget in thevan?

Justneighborhoodpeople.

Justneighborhoodpeople?And wasit -- did theysay"van," or did

they say"ice creamvan?"

Van.

Justvan?

A white van.

A white van.
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And thensomebodyelsesaid-- I think how -- I mean,did theysound

certainwhentheyweretelling you this stuff, or would theybe like, "I

think maybeI sawsomeboysoverat the laundromat"?I mean--

We did -- we wentover to the laundromatandchecked.

Mm-hmm.

Theofficial statementsareprettysolid thatpeoplesawthemgo into

thewoods.That'sthe lasttime theywereseen.

Therewassomebodywatchinga showthatwason about6:00

[crosstalk]--

[Crosstalk]thenews.

Yeah.And they-theysaid, "Yeah,we live herein thewoodsover-­

andseethemgoingin there."

All right.

Wasthat-- do you happento know if thosefolks thatsaidthat-- and

they'rewatchingthenews,sothat'showtheyknewthetime?

Roughlyit would'vebeen-- wasit 5:30 eveningnews,between5:30

and6:00?Or wasit the 6:00?

[Unintelligible] 6:00.
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[Unintelligible] .

Wasthatoverby thepipe,thatplace?Or wasthatoverat a different

part?Do you rememberthepeoplethatyou'retalking -- thatyou

talkedto, wherethey said-- andthey saidtheysawthemgoing in.

Like goingon into thewoods,three-threeboys.

Wouldn'tit beby the apartments?

Mm-hmm.

By theMayfair Apartments?

By Mayfair.

Yeah.

It's overon the endwherethepipe is.

Mm-hmm.

Yeah.

That'swheretheyfound thebicyclestoo.

That'sright. Okay. So,anyway,urn, so --
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Therestof thenight.

-- youkeepon -- you keeplooking-lookingthen.Whatdo you

rememberaboutthatperiodofjust thesearch?You searchedall night.

Yeah.Like it waslike, and what-whatwashappening.I've heardthat

thereweretonsof people.

I-I -- yeah,it's oneof thosethingsI haven'theardvery much.There's

notmuchto-to find in termsof documentationabout--

Right.

-- whatactuallywenton thatnight.

Becausetherewasno police.

And-andwereyou -- how angrywereyou aboutthat?

Very! We hadmade--

I mean--

-- two or threetrips downto thepolicestationthatnight.

Wherewerethecops?Wherewerethey?Still don'tknow?
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Theytold us to go home,don'tworry aboutit; they'll behome[to

sleep].

Okay.

I told themonetime, I said,"He's8 yearsold. He sleeps,:¥ith a

nightIight in his room. He did not run awayfrom home."So.

And theyjust -- theyjustwerenot --

Theydidn't give youanyreasonwhy theythoughttheseboysmight -­

theymight haverun away,like maybetheythoughtoneof thekids had

donethat, or anything,or?Becauseyou'resaying-- Stevie's-Stevie's

not a runaway.You said,you know, "We know he's" --

We didn't know if theothertwo haddoneit at thetime, but we found

out somethingsaboutthemafterthefact.

Mm-hmm. Like what?

Well, didn't someonetell usthattheybrokeinto school?

Mm-hmm.

Who brokeinto school?

MichaelMoore.
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Michael Moore.

And Chris.

I've neverheardthat.

And we-we heardit. We don'tknow if it's true.

Right.

And we'dheardsomethingsabout,you know, Chris [may have] some

problems.So,so I wonder-- did you getanysensethat the police

actedlike theyknewsomethingaboutsomeof theseotherboysthat

madethemmoreinclinedto believethattheymight haverun off or

somethinglike that,or they --

Thepolicemadeyou believelike they didn't care.

That'swhen[crosstalk]?

[Crosstalk]showup.

Mark ByershadcalledSearchandRescuein CrittendenCounty.

Yeah.

CrittendenCountytold Mark that, "We can'tcometo WestMemphis

until thepoliceinvite us." And theywouldn't [do].
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And asfar asyou knew --like you said,you're-you'relike -- maybe

going looking -- well, first you'redriving aroundtown,just like going

crazy, "Wherecouldtheybein town?" holding all this nervousenergy,

I guess.And at thatpoint, you hadbeenin thewoods,right, yourself?

Or you--

I was-- we went [crosstalk].

We wentto thewoods[crosstalk].

So,you'dbeen-- you got a little bit into thewoods.You call out.

Nobodyseesanything.Thenyou go back.You-you'redriving around.

And meanwhileyou'reseeingno police,no police in thewoods.

Neighborhoodpeoplearein thewoods,kids on four-wheelersarein

the woods.

Closer[on into] to thedarkness,peoplestartgoinghome.It wasjust

us.

Yeah.BecauseI've readsomethings,and,youknow, [unintelligible]

peopletalking aboutthatnight, kind of thechaosin thewoods,that

somepeoplewereriding aroundon-onATVs andstuff. And thena lot

of themdid leave,but a handfulof people--

[They came]back.
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A coupleofboyssaidtheywentbacka little laterfor asplashor

whatever,andtheywere--

Yeah.We wastogetherat onepoint duringthatnight whenwe heard

somesplashing.

[Crosstalk]about9:00.

And [crosstalk]like animals.It wasmorelike -- they'venever[doneit

before].

You'd neverbeenin there,so you wouldn'thadanythingto relateto in

thewilderness.It wasall newto you. You're like going in these

woods,[crosstalk].

We didn't know wherewe weregoing.

And all youhadwas little flashlights.

Yeah.

That'swhatyou had.

We wereall stickingtogetherandjustkind of looking around.

You saidthe first time youwent in there,you'relike, "Oh God, Stevie,

you'renot -- you'renot" --
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Justby theway it wasgrownup andeverything,I wasthinking, "Lord

havemercy,son,you'renot out here."And I started,uh, yelling outhis

name,saying,"Stevie,son! You'renot in trouble! Comehome!" We

didn't find him.

And-andyour feelingwas,"This is not thekind of place�~�t�e�v�i�e would

go play anyway,"or you-you'rehopingnot?

Right.

'Becauseit's just so overgrownand-and--

Mm-hmm.

Yeah.

What'sleft of it, yeah.It felt like it waspretty swift. Did you getdown

to thewatertoo, and[crosstalk]?

[Well], we crossedthepipe.

And you sawit, andthe water'smoving [unintelligible]?

It wasdeep.

Yeah.
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And [unintelligible] no [unintelligible] thattime.

So all thatnight, you guys-- by thenyou'resortof together,you've

doneyour driving around.And most-- off andon you'retogetheror

you'rewith [your friends].

He'swith David, andI'm with my dad.

Your -- becauseyou dadhadcomedownprettyquick. You calledhim

afteryou got off work.

As soonasTerry got there,yeah.And, uh, from [Blywood] it takes

aboutan hourand15 minutes,anddaddywastherein probably30.

And that'swhenhe kind of hurt his backor leg or something,because

he wasout messingaround--

He did thatwhenhewentto thewoodsby himselfwith nobodyout

therewith [crosstalk]--

Wasthatyour dad?

-- wentthroughthere,andhehada flashlight. And hehadtold us the

he tried two setsof, uh, bicycletrails, andit lookedlike thattwo boys

wason onebike, anddowntherecloseto the pipewas [unintelligible]

lost his balance.
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Yeah.So,hehadgottento thatpipe,andthat'swherehe -- whereyou

guyshadheardsomebodysaytheyhadgonein. And sureenough,

that'swherehesaidhesawsometracks--

Right.

-- on thatmini-gutter.So,he wasoneof thefirst ones-- hewasthe

first oneto really startlooking aroundin the woods.And thenthese

kids -- or hadothersbeenin thewoods?

They-they[unintelligible] thewoodsbeforedark.

Okay.

[And riding] --

But therewasnobodyin there,you'resaying,whenhewentat that

time?

No, not whendaddy--

Right.

-- wentin there.And I thoughtdaddywasin therea little bit too long,

andso I was goingto go in andfind him. And therewas afull moon

out thatnight, so I couldseeasI walkedin therewithout a flashlight.

And therewas acertainpoint thatI got to thata fearhadcomeoverme

like I ain't neverfelt. It's like thehair is standingup on my arms.And I
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turnedaroundto walk backto thetruck. I wantedto run. And my

daddywasgettingreadyto go backin, becausehethought

[unintelligible].

So,hehad[crosstalk]mosteverybody hadgonehome,like you said,

thepeoplewho hadbeenin thewoods.And thenyour �d�a�~ said,"I'm

goingto go look again,"andhewentby himself. You know, canyou

switchwith me?BecauseI -- my back'skilling me. I think this seat

might bebetter[crosstalk].

Yeah.

[Crosstalk].I got to changemy anglefor my lower back.We'reboth

havingbacktroubletoday.My neckis kinkedup, andhis [crosstalk].

We're-we'reamess.Uh, whatdo you think -- whenyou think aboutit

now, do you think -- whatdo you think that fearwas?Do you think -­

do youhavean-- do you haveanideaof whatit was,or do you know

now?

Urn, thinking backto whenit happenedandall that, I think maybe

[who] mighthavedoneit [wasn'tcompletely]out of thewoods--

And thenyou --

-- andwaswatchingme.
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And it was-- Godwaswatching?That'swhy I-I -- that'swhy I asked,

is it just keepingyou safe?

Mm-hmm.

Yeah.

Yeah.So, I-I just [unintelligible] aboutgettingup throughthenight to

thatpoint. Sothen,at this point, your dadcomesback,right?Or did he

go on -- did you go on home,anddid hekeep[crosstalk]?

He stayed.

So,hestayed.And you'restill --

At onepoint, me,David, andherdad-- my father-in-law-- hookedup,

andwe cameinto the woodsfrom theserviceroadside.And walking

straightbackto thepipe, there'sa trail -- therewas atrail thatcutoff to

the left, andDavid andherdadkeptwalking backthatway, andI took

off downthattrail.

Yeah.

And it seemedlike thefurther I went downthattrail, thescarier-- the

morescaredI got.

Yeah.
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And I ain't scaredof nobody.

Yeah.

And my hair startsstanding--

You hadthesameexperience.

I did.

Wow. Well, thatnight -- yeah,andpeoplehave-- you know, people

talk abouta sixth senseyou have,like [if] [unintelligible] in perception

[unintelligible] --

Justa few feet from whereI stoppedwasthatditch thattheywere

found in.

[Crosstalk].

Well, if you -- if youwere-- you wereon theserviceroad,the-the-the

pathyou'retalking aboutisn't -- it's -- it doesn'trun right alongthat

ditch,becausethe-- uh, I know whatyou'retalking -- I know what

you'retalking about.

I think therewasabluebeacon[truck wash] --

Yeah,I know thegeographyof it prettywell.
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-- whereyou couldwalk straightpastthebluebeaconall theway back

to thepipe.

I knowwhereyou'retalking about.I know whatpathyou'retalking

about.

But thenthere'sa path,asI wassaying,thatcutoff to the left --

Yeah.

-- towardtheditchwheretheyreally found [crosstalk].

It's kind of whatwe weretalking aboutyesterday,whenhesaidthat

therewasa way throughtherethat'snow [off theroad].

You'renot -- you'renot talking about-- you-you'renot talking about-­

you didn't walk throughthat [blue] beaconareato getto thepath,

right?You'retalking about-- 00, you -- okay. So,you --

[Where-where][unintelligible] camebackto the pipe--

Okay.And thenthere'sa paththat'sfrom [unintelligible] --

[Crosstalk]--

I know whereit is, yeah.

-- to go left.
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Basicallyfrom thepipe, there'sa paththatgoesin [unintelligible] what

you weregoingdown,right?Did you crossthe [pipe]?

She[unintelligible] thepipe.

And your pathultimatelymergeswith thatpipe,with thatsamepath

thatcomesfrom thepipebridgeandgoesright to theditch. Because

[unintelligible] --

[Crosstalk]in the serviceroad,it cutoff to the [east].

Dh-huh.

And wentstraightto thatditch.

And you hadthesamefear.

I got so scaredI couldn'twalk.

That'sthat areathat's[gone].

Yeah,yeah, yeah.
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But that'swherethe-the--

Right, wherethe -- wherethebodieswere,yeah.

So,sothe night goeson. No luck. Someof you guysarestill kind of

goingbackandlooking [crosstalk].

Whattime wasthatthatyou got -- hadthatscare?

Uh, I'd sayaround-- aftermidnight,around2:00.Betweenmidnight

and2:00.

And whattime wasit for you, Pam?Do you rememberroughly?

Earlier?

Probablyabout10:30or so.

Yeah.And thatwasabout-- 00, it waswhenyour dadhadgonein by

himself,andshewent looking for him [unintelligible] andwas

approachingthepipe,andunderthe full moon.

I didn't get in thatfar.

Not eventhat far.

[Crosstalk].

Right at the edgeandthensome.
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There'sjust a certainpoint of asyou go in, andyou couldgo up like a

hill, andthenyou go theotherway to go to thepipe.As I comeup on ­

- wherethehill was,that'swhen[that fear] [crosstalk]--

Now, did your dadcomebackthen,or did hestayout andsendyou on

home?Your-your-yourdad,did he stayout thereat thatpoint

searching?

He waswith his truck --

Yeah.

-- andhewasthinking to comeandgetme.

Okay.

And I was [on theroad] backto thetruck.

Yeah.

WhenI waswalking, I seendaddycomingback[crosstalk].

[Crosstalk].

So,thingshadgottena lot quieterby this time, like whenyou're

looking.
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Yeah.

Theyendedtheir search.

About whattime?

Well, it wasaround2:00or 3:00.

Yeah.

Whenyou wereawareof like Mark?Did you run into him searching

off andon maybelike duringthenight?

Well, duringthenight, we would crosspathssomewhat.

Like eitherin thewoodsor [unintelligible] groves?

Yeah,driving around.

And thenat a certainpoint aftermidnight,Mark andMelissahadgone

home.You know that. You hadseenthemleave,or --

Right. Well, they told us they wasgoingto go home.

And-andit wasjust you, Jacob--
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And David.

-- David, Jacob,[crosstalk].

And herfamily.

Did -- andyouneversawanypoliceofficers out thatnight after

midnightsearching?[Neverone]?

That'sprobably[crosstalk].

That'sinsane.That'sjustcrazy.

And I probablymadetwo or threetrips downthere.[Unintelligible].

So,thewholetime asyou weregoingaroundsearching,you'regoing

backto thepolice--

Goingbackto thepolice.

-- policestation,andyou'retelling them,"We'vebeeneverywhere.

We'velookedeverywhere,andnobody'sseenanything.But people

sawtheseboysgo into" -- did -- wereyou telling themthenthatpeople

hadseentheboysgo in thewoods,"andwe can'tfind them?"That's--

Did you get-- did you gettestyat times?I mean,wereyou getting

loud andgetting,you know --
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Theymadeus leaveonetime.

Theymadeyou leave?I'm sorry.That'sthe kind of thing thatjust rna-­

upsetsme. It justmakesmemad.It justmakesmereally mad.

[Crosstalk].We wentdownthere[unintelligible], you knC?w,andwe

[unintelligible].

I know. And your [crosstalk]--

And everybodyin theneighborhood'sdoing it, andif theywon't come

He's-he'snot cominghome.

Is it [unintelligible]?Did you geta sensethe cops wereall off

somewhereelsejust on patrol,wouldn'tbebothered?

I didn't seethem,so I don'tknowwhat [crosstalk].

And shesaidshedrovethroughtown anddidn't seeanypolice.

You don'trememberwho it wasthatsentyou away,do you?

He wasa blackofficer. Uh, I don't rememberhis name.
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He-hewasworking the desk?Wasit -- whatwasit -- what-- wasit

oneguy who waslike continuallythe guy shovingyou away?

[Crosstalk]thesameone.We keptgoingdownthere.

Usually-usuallythere'slike -- in a big policestation,�t�h�e�r�~�'�s like a desk

sergeantor somebodyjust kind of out in front who talks to people.

Well, somebodywastrying -- didn't somebodycomeup thereto tell us

to go home?

No, I think, 00, thatblackofficer comeout thereandtold you all that

Davewasat thepolicestation,andhewantedto cometo our house,

andyou all said, "No, we'll go to thepolicestation."

Told youhewas-- hewasthere?

[Unintelligible] heard[unintelligible].

Uh, 00, 00. Right, right, right.

[Crosstalk].

So,hehadshowedup at a certainpoint.

Yeah,because[unintelligible] thoughthemight [unintelligible].
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So, they -- thensomebodycalledhim, andthenwhenheheardthey

weremissingyou came[down] with him. Hadyou seen-- hadhebeen

seeinglittle Steviemuchlately -- at thattime?Becausehedidn't -- I

hadheardthathewaskind of not really in touchwith you guysmuch-

[He wasn't].

-- until all this happened.

Right.

Yeah.

Thenhe startedcomingto thetrial andgettingall [unintelligible].

But not [unintelligible]. Sortoflike [unintelligible]. And, uh, I told her

if sheknewhow to getahold of Steve-- which I didn't knowhowto

geta hold of him -- I said,"Let him knowthatStevie.'smissing,and

keephis eyeout for him." And thenI guesswithin thehour,Stevewas

in WestMemphistoo, to geton thesearchandseeifhe could

[unintelligible].

During thatfirst night, do you guysrememberif you talkedto anyof

thepolicementhatendedup beingtheonesthatwereinvolvedin

finding them,like Brian Ridge,Mike Allen, Gitchell?

Theywereprobablyall asleep [unintelligible].
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Not until thenextday.

So,theyweren'ton shift, andtheywerejust [unintelligible] --

Not [unintelligible].

-- detectives[unintelligible].

Wasn'tit around6:00 -- 5:00or 6:00 in themorningChannel13

showedup?

No, it wasduringschoolwhenit started,because,uh, all of us

gatheredandgo to theschoolto seemaybeif theywould showup at

school.

So,thenit kind of endedafterthe night -- afterthesearchpeteredout

thatnight, you guysevengaveup. Like, I mean,you searchedpretty

muchall night.

Wesearchedall night.

And thenyou cameback-- you neverslept?

No.

Nuh-uh.
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And you didn't sleep?You'dbeenin andout. So,you guysthengot

togetheragainwith what, theMooresandtheByers,is it at thatpoint?

Thenextmorning,yeah.

Yeah.

TheByerscamebackout. Todd-- whenTodd [unintelligible].

He got in about6:00 thatmorning.

Okay.Freakingout, I'm sure.Did he -- did he comehomebecausehe

was,missing,or washe [crosstalk]?

[Crosstalk]hehadgothomeearly.

I think theycalledhim andtold him.

Would you know -- you guysweren'taroundwhenhefound out. You

justknewthathefound out, andhehadto comehome.So at thatpoint,

it's-it's like the startof schooltime or whatever,andyou guysgathered

-- anddid otherpeoplefrom theneighborhoodgatherwith you, or was

it --

[Right]. And the mediawasthere.

And the media?So,somebodyhadcalled--
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Right.

Do you know howtheygot theword, got involved [in it]?

I mean,somebodycalled-- uh, [was it Barbarathat] calledthe media?

Mark did [then].

He did -- someoneheknew,or hejuststarted-- like afterhehadcalled

for SearchandRescueandnobodyshowedup, thenhe's-- did hetell

youthathe wasdoing it just to try to getattention,to getsomebodyto

[unintelligible]?

I didn't know hehaddoneit until we ranacrossthemediaout there.

[Crosstalk].

Why would he -- why did hecall themedia?Did heevertell you why?

Becausewe couldn'tgetno [unintelligible].

Becauseno onewould act; no onewasacting.So,he called.

[Crosstalk]TV stationor [something].

[Crosstalk]probablyasmartmove.

I'm not sayingfor sure,but it seemedlike I heardthathedid that.
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Okay. So,henevernecessarilytold you. You'renot -- you don't

remember.But aboutthatmorning,you guysgatheredup atyour -- in

front of yourhouses,or did you --

At theschool.

So,you all kind of convergeat theschool.Hadyou plannedit, or you

justkind of all turnedup there?

Well, we knewthat if we hadn'tfound themby the -- uh, thatnight,

thatmaybethey'dshowup at the school.

But [unintelligible] independentlycameup with that?Mike showed

up, and [unintelligible] theMooreshadshowedup. Becausethat's

whereyou all hadgone-- thekids all went.

[Crosstalk],andall of themsaid, "Well, [crosstalk]school,andseeif

[unintelligible] cometo school."

And so,you all getthere,andthere'sthemediawho alsoheardthat

thesekids havebeenmissingall night. And thenwhathappenedat that

point?

Theydidn't showup.

Your -- did you have-- afterbothof youhadthat experienceof fear

goinginto thewoods--
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It waslike anevil presence.

-- did thatstick with you in feeling like you neededto go back,like

thatwasthe place?

To me,it felt like I didn't wantto go back.

You just didn't wantanythingto do with it.

There'sa fear out therelike you'veneverrun across.And I didn't want

-- I told herdadandDavid aboutit. Theydidn't knowwhatto think

aboutit, andwe didn't go back.

Wasit sortof a fearof -- do you think now, lookingback,it's partly

maybea fearof whatyou might find, or just a fear of thewhole -- the

terrorof whatcanhappen?

You know, I [crosstalk]a preacher[unintelligible] people[they called]

[unintelligible].

Mm-hmm.

And you seepeoplepraying,castingevil spirits out. I've seenthat

done.

Yeah.

It's-it's like thatpresenceofevil.
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Yeah.

And that'swhatyou felt?

Yeah.

And you -- andyou didn't sharethatwith [unintelligible] --

[Crosstalk].

You felt it, and-and--

Did your dadfeel it?

Well, I don'tknow if [unintelligible].

Did your dad-- youknow, did thathappen-- I mean,the same

experience?

[Unintelligible].

Yeah.

[Unintelligible] whenonly I cut downthepath.I just seenapaththere,

andI just startedwalking it.
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So,you guysareall at the schoolat this point. Thekids don'tshowup.

Canyou sortof rememberlike thene-- thenextday, and-andinto that

night?

SearchandRescuestartedafterthemediagot involved.

Yeah.

SearchandRescueandpoliceofficers --

[Crosstalk].

Everybodystartedshowingup.

At the schoolor at your houses?I mean,where[crosstalk]--

Justin the neighborhood.

So, [unintelligible] -- so, [unintelligible] is like knockingon all the

doors--

[I got to handit] to Mark, [man]. Thatwasthething to do, you know?

"[I] just couldn'tgetareaction[out of -- andI'll do it]," you know?

Maybeit will.

Yeah.
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Thatgot some--

Thatgot some-- got someresponsequick.

Mm-hmm.

Mm-hmm.

And [Abby] --

[Unintelligible] .

And so,thenthatmorningwhile theywereall out searching,what

wereyou two doing?

[Unintelligible] .

Just-justlooking aroundfor evidence?

[Crosstalk],looking, [unintelligible].

Asking everybodyaboutit.

Thenwe -- you know, therewasonepoint -- didn't we say,"You

know, the [unintelligible] RobinHoodfrom Memphis."

Mm-hmm.
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[Or] theyhadthemheaddetectorson.

So thatwasSearchandRescuefrom-from Memphis.

Memphiscameover.

And CrittendenCountyalso.

And boats.

Yeah.

[Unintelligible].

And that'swhatCrittendenCountywasdoing?So,you think it was

MemphisPD andtheir helicopters?And thatwenton all day,sortof

justsearching.

Up until [crosstalk].Didn't they find themaround2:00?

[Unintelligible] whattime theyfound them.I don'tknow exactly

when.

So,you--

But theycalledthesearchoff I guessabout2:00.

So,you--
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[Crosstalk].

So,youhadencounteredthesedetectivesthatmorning?Theyhad

startedshowingup in theneighborhood,and[you] talkedto Gary

Gitchell, andmaybeRyanRidge,Mike Allen -- someof theseguys?

No.

JustGitchell?

[Not then].

JustGitchell?

Not evenGitchell.

So,you'rejust telling me-- you saidyouheardthattheykind of started

showingup --

[Crosstalk].

-- thepolice.

They're[unintelligible]. We didn'tknow noneof them.

So, it wasn'tuntil theyfound-foundthemandcontactedyou thatyou

startedhearingdirectly from peoplelike GaryGitchell?
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[Whenever]we heardthattheyhadfound somebodies,we took off

[unintelligible] --

Wherewereyouwhenyou heardthat?Do you remember?

Wherewaswe at?

We wassitting at therestauranteating,and,urn, it wasthetalk of the

town, and [crosstalk]--

Which restaurant?

[Crosstalk].

[Crosstalk].

Yeah.

And, urn, the policeofficer said, "Well, I think theyjust found three

boys.Wasthatyour sonthey found?" And I said, "Uh?" And hesaid,

"Yeah,I think theyjust found threeboys.But I don'tknow; I'm not

sure.'I So,me andTerry wentout, andwe go to theschool.And

somebodyfrom the school-- andI don'tevenknowwho it is -- that

runsall the [unintelligible] they found threeboys. [Crosstalk]--

They-they'renot sayingif they'realive or dead?Theyjust said

[crosstalk]?
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Right.

Now, aretheysayingwheretheyfound them?Hasanybodysaidwhere

at thatpoint?

Yeah.

No. Uh--

Overwhere--

Mayfair Apartments.

Yeah.

Yeah.That'swhereall the traffic andthecrimescenethingsandall

that [unintelligible]. Whenwe left theschoolandwentthere,and

Terry getsout of the carandI getout, and we'retalking off running

becausewehadto park quite awaysback.And wejust

[unintelligible].

[Unintelligible].

I hit the ground,startedscreaming.

Becausehealreadyknew. So thenyou sawhim -- I'm sorry,

[unintelligible] --
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Saw[unintelligible].

Okay.

You know, [unintelligible].

Hadhebeenjust -- hehappenedto havebeenhangingoutdownthere

whenit happened[unintelligible] whenthey found them?

[Unintelligible].

And you didn't sayanything.You justknew.

So,you fell -- you fell to theground[unintelligible]?

I waskicking andscreaming,"God, no! God,no!"

And you wentpastherandtried -- is this where-- is it truethat I've

readthatyou wentup there,andbig Stevesaid,"You'renot allowedin

therepastthepolicetape,"andyou saidsomethinglike, "The hell I'm

not," andyou wenton in? Is that -- tell mewhathap-- whatyou did.

Yeah.I wentfrom thereto [unintelligible].

You knew [him]? Or youjust saw[unintelligible]?
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[Crosstalk]thatcrimescenetapeandsaid, flyou'renot allowedback

there."

And-andwhatdid you say?

[Unintelligible] I just almost[unintelligible]. I wassitting downon the

ground.[Unintelligible].

Okay.

Thenhetold me, "What do youmeanI can'tgo backthere?"

He said,"It's ahomicide."

. And thatwas-- thatwasthemomentthatyou knewfor sure.

And you guysknow that[unintelligible] at thatpoint, [unintelligible].

I-I didn't tell her.

But you -- but GaryGitchell [crosstalk].

Garytold methat.

So,you'reoverthere[unintelligible].
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They-- you guysgotherbackin thecar.

Right.

Did you leaveto takeherhorne?

Well, whenwe gotherbackin thecar, I [unintelligible] thecrime

scenetape,[unintelligible] seeGary. I mean,it's whereI metGary.

And wasStevetheonewho -- did hesaythatthing I wastalking about

before?You got to the tape,hetried to tell you, "You're not supposed

to go in." You justkind of barreledpasthim?

[I did].

Pam,whatwastherestof your day?[Unintelligible]?

[Unintelligible] .

And whatwas-- whatwastherestof your dayafterthat?I mean,how

did it --

Urn, prettymuch[unintelligible].

Wereyou hornetherestof theday?

We did go backhorne.
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[Crosstalk].

Yeah.

Yeah.

And thenprobablyfolks startedcomingby, and--

Yeah.

Peoplestartedcomingby, bringing food, you know, [unintelligible].

And families startedcomingin. It's just theworstdaythan

[unintelligible] in my life.

Your dadwasalreadythere,right? So,you guysareboth

[unintelligible].

OnceI got home,though,uh, I wentto Stevie'sroom, andI punched

thedoorand[unintelligible]. You know, I wasangry. I justwantedto

lastout at anything.That'swhat I did. [Unintelligible] punch[at

doors].

Punchedthe door. Thatwasthe-thesameday?

Mm-hrnm.

Did you everon any-anypartof yourself-- you know, you're-- you

know, you'reangryat yourselfor you'refeelingbad-- which is
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obviouslynowyou know is you didn't do anythingwrong-- thatyou

weregoingthrough,did you everat all feel like, "Stevie,why did you

go do this?" Or [unintelligible] did you sortof only feel thattoward

yourself, like noneof thethreeboysdid you feel anysenseof, you

know, "You shouldhaveminded"-- or, "Why did you guysgo do

that?"you know, [unintelligible]?

I didn't hearaword you said.

I'm sorry. I just got to talk louder. I hadwondered-- yeah,wassitting

over there.I justwonderedif you hadfelt anyfrustrationeventoward

theboysin your mind or, you know, it wasjust all towardyour

parental,yourself,thatunfair thing andfeeling like you shouldhave

neverlet themgo?

No. I neverfelt anything,you know, "It's their fault," andall that.

Yeah,yeah.

Theywerejustbeinglittle boys.

Whatare-- whataresomeof the othermomentsfrom like that first

weekafterwardsthatyou remember?I mean,do you remember

specificthingsthatwere-- you know, go into Stevie'sroom,or

[unintelligible], or phonecalls -- eitherone[of you]. I mean,is it -- is

it thekind of -- are-aretherespecificthingsthatyou rememberthat

beingmomentsof thatweekthatwere-- that stickout in your mind?
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Thingswerejust startingto happenreal fast.

Yeah.

Things-- peoplewerecomingin our home.JasonBaldwin'smother

cameto ourhouse--

Uh-huh.

-- we didn't know her. But we -- butwhenwe ranacrossherin the

trials, why, that'swhenwe placedthemtogether.

And why did -- andyou don'tknow why shecameto your house?

No.

That'svery peculiar,[very].

Shejust cameamongall thepeoplewho cameto say, "I'm sorryabout

your child being" --

Did you remembertalking to herwhenshecame?

Mm-hmm. [Unintelligible].

Shejust cameto say--
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"I'm sorry," yeah.And didn't identify herself,andhadcomefrom them

trailer [courts] or whatever[unintelligible] ourhouse.

That's-- their ho -- that'squitea waysaway.

Did anyoneelseassociatedwith the otherscomethatyou recall?You

don'tknow?So, [unintelligible] people.Your houseis kind of -- is

open.I mean,family -- everybody'scomingto help, they're bringing

food. Your-your -- you guyscan'twork, I guess.You'rejustsitting

there,paralyzed[unintelligible], trying to help eachother.Urn, and

whena lot's happeningreal fast, do you alsomeanwerelike the police

talking to you a lot? Wasit thatkind of thing?Or wasit just funeral

preparation?What?

Wasn'tno funeral,becausethey keptthemdownat Little Rock--

Right.

-- for a while. But, uh, it wastheCity Council, themayor,peoplefrom

thetown comingby. We didn't know nobodyotherthanfamily. We

didn't know whatto think, or who to talk to, or nothing.

Did thepolicetalk to you aboutyour sonin that first weekor two? I

mean,did you see-- do you rememberwho you spoketo in thepolice?

Whenwasit thatwe startedgoingdowntherefor -- whentheywould

call us downthere-- that first week?
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Wasit -- yeah,it wasin the first week.

That'swhentheywantedto knowwhereyou were,andwhat-- you

know, they'redoingtheir investigation.

I [crosstalk]onethatcameto thehouseandwasquestioningus, andhe

wassayingthattherewill bea time that if they [have-have]blood and

hair andall thatkind of stuff, [unintelligible]. And then,you know, I

wasgoingthrough,"This one'sdoneit, thatonedoneit," you know

[crosstalk]anybodywho --

"Haveyou lookedat so-and-so?I think hemight havedoneit," or

[whatever].

You werejust -- you werejust losingit at thatpoint.

Mm-hmm.

Theywerejust trying to say, "Calm down. We'redo -- we'redoing the

bestwe can." I mean,"We'relooking into it." Did you all expressany

of your angerthattheyhadnot beeninvolvedthatnight,

[unintelligible]?Did you feel anangerat themthat--

GaryGitchell madethe statementto thepoliceofficers, "Not oneof

you guysdeserveto wearthatuniform."

He saidthatto them?You weretherewhenhesaidthat?
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No, hetold me.

Uh, becauseheknewthattheyhadblown it.

And healsomadethe statement[unintelligible] to the police'

department,"You should'vecalledme."

So,nobodyhadlet him know, andhedidn't know until he says-- until

the nextmorningwhenthe -- everybodywasbeingcalledit, it became

-- I guesshe cameto work or whatever,andtheysaid, "Look, there's

thesekids thathavebeenmissingall night." And that'swhentheygot

on it.

[Crosstalk].

This is a -- this is a partof thestoryI didn't know. I didn't -- I didn't

know howhardyou hadtried to getthepoliceto getout thereand

look. And thatsoundslike thatwasyour wholenight. Your whole

night wasmostly [crosstalk].

[Crosstalk]thepolicedepartmentaboutwhat [unintelligible]. Onthe

first day in court,theymademeleavethe courtroombecauseI think

[unintelligible] sayingthatcopsjusthada legalway to be corrupt.You

know, I wasjust sayingthingsaloud.

Yeah.
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And, "They'regettingpeople'sdrugs,andgoingoverhereandsmoking

it," you know, just doing that.And, uh, Stevetook off -- Stevie'sdad

took off runningtowardsDamien,trying to getto him. And whenhe

did that, all thecopsstartedgrabbingSteve.And I jumpedup and

screamed,"Yeah, [wpy don't] you like [get] daddy[unintelligible] help

us searchfor our child!" And thejudgetold me if I couldn'tcontain

myself, getout of thecourtroom.So, I got up andgot out of the

courtroom.

Did you feel anysenseof -- becauseyou talkedaboutgettingdrugs

from people,this andthat, you know -- did you feel anysenseof -- did

policeseemmaybenot, youknow, not confidentor corruptor

anythingbeforethis happenedto you?Whatwasyour impressionof

thepolicebeforethis? Obviouslythis madeyou angry.

We neverhadno run-inswith them.

Mm-hmm. And youhadn'theardanythingaboutthat,about--

[Crosstalk]-- yeah,we did.

[Remember],prior to this happening--

Whenthatcomeout, I think shortlyafterwards[crosstalk].

-- theywasunderinvestigationfor corruption.

Yeah.
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Whenpeopletell meI'm strongandI'm courageousandstuff like that,

I say, "No, I'm.notmadeof stone,now. I havemy baddays,too." But

I'm glad thatmaybeI canbean inspirationto someoneif they canjust

look at me andsay,"My problem'snot asbadasI thoughtit was,"

then,you know --

Well, I think prettymuchanybodycanlook at you andthink that.

Well, you know it's funny becausemy wife [unintelligible] --

It's worthwhile.

Yeah. Is-it-it's-it is. I mean,you'veprobablybeena big sourceof

inspirationto a lot ofpeople,you know?And yeah,my-my, uh-my

wife-my wife putsme in-putsmy wholeworld in perspectiveall the

time, 'cause,you know, we'll go to dinnersomenight or, you know,

andI'll becomplaining,"This agentdidn't call meback," or "this

movie dealfell through,"whateverit was,andthenshe'slike, "Yeah,

youknow, uh, Jeremy,he'ssix yearsold, well, he diedtoday,and-and

I gottago to the funeral on Saturday,"and,you know, and-andthat's

whenyoujust realize,you know, that-that's-theparentswho survive,

and-andeven-andit's funny becauseI think that-I-I washavingthis

conversationwith-with, uh, Joyceaboutit, you know, andhow, you

know, canceryou-cancer'sa-a-is-is--

[Abrupt endof recordedmaterial]
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Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

We hadheardthatafter the statepolicewerelooking into him.

Yeah,no, I know aboutall thatstuff.

Urn, okay.

I mean,it's a-it's a-it'sa-it's a, you know, thatpolicedepartmentwasa

messedup departmentin a lot of ways,but. ..

So thatweek,soyou'regettingsome,uh, [Brownridge] comesout, you

guys aregoingin --

[StanBirch].

Oh, StanBirch, okay.

[Not aday go bys].

And you guysaregoing in, urn, occasionallyto talk to themand

they'rejust saying,"This is whatwe'regonnaneed,"andthey'reasking

you aboutyour diet. Are theyshowingyou picturesof anybody?Did

they do anythinglike that?

No, they'swantin'us to give thempicturesof--
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Of theboys.

-- theboys.

But theyweren't,like, saying,"Here's-doyou recognizeanyof these

people?"--

No.

-- or do anyof thatstuffyet?

[unintelligible] identifiedthemby pictures.

At whatpoint, urn, at-howfar afterthe discoveryof thebodieswasit

thatyou startedhearingthatit wasmaybesomehowconnectedto the

occultor to Satanismor to thatsort-oranyof thatkind of stuff. Wasit

soonafteror wasit a long ways,a long time after?

Themedia--

[Actually] [I saidit thatday] --

-- [therethemedia] --

You saidit thatday?

Thatday--
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You felt it immediately.

I hadheardsomeonesaythat, "We'vebeentrying to tell thepolicethat

they'vebeendoingSatanicritualsbacktherefor yearsandtheywon't

[pay anyattentionto it]," so right thenI started--

Soyouheardit that-thatnight --

-- [unintelligible].

-- from oneof thesepeoplecomingoutandtalking, like, from the

Mayfair apartments--

Right.

-- or from theneighborhoodor whateverthat --

[unintelligible].

-- that'sbeengoingon. And whatwasthechurchthatyou werea part

of thenor wereyou involvedin --

[Mount Jersey].

-- that it was-it-that-youwerejustweren'treally-thatwasn'ta big thing

in your life --

Nope.

Case 4:09-cv-00008-BSM     Document 38-4      Filed 08/21/2009     Page 118 of 148



Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

PamandTerry HobbsIntention(2 of 2)
Page4

-- at thattime.

So duringthetrials, you know, duringthe [DamienEccles']

counselors,they'retestimony,you know, andprobablya little bit

beforethat,duringthetrials is whenit-they startedbringing in all this

Satanismandthe mediaprior to the trial --

Right.

-- startedbringing in all this Satanismstuff --

So did you hearthatasa-arumorbrewingin thetown?That'spartof

whatwe'rewondering,like, did that--

We [thought] the samething, --

-- startto bethingsyou heard--

-- therewasa movie onetime aboutsomethinglike thatandwe had

thoughtit, didn't we?

You rememberwhatmovie it wasthatmadeyou think aboutit? Like,

wasit TheBelieversor some-you'dseensomethingaboutSatanic

groupsdoingwhat, like --

Thetown. We'dseen,uh, therewasa movieout onetime [for our

town.]
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[PsychoWitch Hunt] or somethinglike that, I think.

But you-hadyou,urn-whatwasit aboutthat --

[unintelligible] thoughtthatwasmythical,we didn't know.

Thoughtthatthetown-the-the-thoughtwhat, specifically?

Thattherewasa-achurchoverthere,[Todd Moore] is pastor,we

thoughtthey-- Pamcameup with this -- keptthinkin' his churchth­

theykilled 'emat thechurch--

Right.

-- took 'emout thereanddumped'em, [unintelligible] --

Why-why Todd-whyToddMoore'schurch?

Well, I dunno.Ask her.

Dh, becauseof beingCatholic,Episcopal,or whatever,urn, I think in

theCatholicfaith thattheydo believein ritualistic --

Oh--

-- killing --
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-- right, right, right.

-- [that talked] [unintelligible].

You just needto addamoreritualistic --

Thatkind-well-my no --

-- kind of service--

-- might [unintelligible] my fears,no [pain].

Yeah,yeah,I know, I'm-I'm-I'mjustwonderingwhere-whereyour

headwasat thetime.

But basically,you know, it soundslike peoplehadalready-in-in-the

pa-I meanit's partof the-youknow, it's partof theworld, here,you

know, we'rein theBible Belt, peopletalkedaboutthepossibilityof

peoplebeingdevil worshippers,whatever,you h.adkind of, moreafter

this happened,startedhearingsomepeopletalking aboutandeven

wonderingyourselfiftherecouldbesomekind of groupwithin the

town, like --

Right.

-- maybetherewassomekind of --

Wethoughtthat.
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-- cult worshippersin thetown, like you seein moviessometimes,

whereyou sacrificechildrenwho do these--

[unintelligible] [think aboutit] --

-- terrible thingsbecauseit's sucha terrible crimeyou can'timagine

why elsewould you kill threelittle boys?lt seemsso monstrousand

different.And youheardit growingin thetown, then,asto whatrum­

andthemediaalso,like you'dbe seeingit on, whatTV would talk

about."Peoplethink it couldbe a, you know, ritual killing," or

somethinglike that. Okay.So thatbuilt up asthetrials were

approaching.Wereyou hearingin-within all that,wereyou ever

hearinganythingabout,"And we think we knowthat-whoit couldbe.

lt couldbethis DamienEcclesandhis friends, like theseteenagers,"or

wereyouhearingmorejust a generalthing aboutcultsanddevil

worshippingandstuff?Do you remember?

Gary [Dietsal] told us that it wasDamienEccles:We didn't know it

beforehetold us.

Whenwasthis?

But 1--

At the arrestor beforethat?

At thearrest.Whenhecalledus andtold --
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Yeah,soyou really hadn'theardanyof thosenamesuntil theycalled

you andsaid,"Are you sittingdown?"Thatwholething youtold us

about,andthen theysaid, "We think: wehaveit; it's threeteenage

boys,here'stheir names."You-howdo you knowthem?And you said,

"I've neverheardof 'em." You know, okay.

Did you feel a lot of reliefwhenyouheardthere-therewasanarrest?

Probablyconfusion.I don'tknow aboutrelief.

And you did-youdidn-didn'tmakeyou feel anybetter?

But we still didn't know who it was--

Right.

And anger,butyou don'thavea faceto put it with.

You justwantto kill him.

And that'swhy you said,"1-1 wantto seehim," right? I mean,you're

like, "Thosenamesdon'tmeananythingto meandI feel all this anger

so," --

[unintelligible] there'sa thing theycalledrevenge--

Yeah.
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-- you don'tkill my kid or I'll kill yours,or you.

Yeah.

You know?Thatcomesin your brain.

Yeah.

There'sall kindsof things--

Oh, I mean,ifI-if-ifI werein your shoes--

It would bethe hardestthing not to do.

-- thatwa-that'sall I'd think about.That'sall I would think about.I-I

justknow, you know, andthat'snot-doesn'tmakeit good--

And thateatsyou --

-- [unintelligible] you do.

-- up from theinside.It's like if you cometo this forgivenessthing,

we'vetalkedaboutthattoo, thatthehardestthing-thefirst thing you

only imagineis thatall you wannado is-youget obsessedwith

destroyingthepeoplethattook, you know, thatdid thatto your child,

'causeyou can'timagineanythingelse.But --
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And at the sametime, you know, look at the innocence.Everybodyon

our sidewasinnocent--

Yeah.

-- andyou [drug] right into somethinglike that --

Yeah.

-- not knowwhichway to go.

Nobody--

[What to do?]

-- nobodycouldeverdeserveto --

Who to trust?

Yeah,you'rejust living your life andthis happens.So,okay, well

that's-thattook us throughthe [nine] in thefirst week,sobasicallythe

weeksthenturnedinto moreweeks,meanwhileyou'regoingthrough

thatsix-six, sevenmonthsofjust --

[unintelligible].

-- you'relosing it, you guysaretrying to hangin there--
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[unintelligible].

-- but-if-if you-if you don'tmind measkingis it-is it-was it mostly

alcohol?Wasit mostlydrugs?Wasit both?

Dh, really neitherone,it just --

Ohyou-youwasn't-youwasn't--

-- it [unintelligible].

-- you wasn'tsomuchaboutsubstance,you weren't--

Nuh 00, not a-I was-Iwas--

-- doing a lot of, uh, drinking too much.

-- doingno drugsandalcohol.

But thatwasn'ta-thatwasn't--

Nuh uh, [unintelligible] --

We [has] theprescriptiondrugs.

Yeah.Wasthatmostlywhatthe drugswere?Justtakingtoo manyof

those,or wereyou, I mean...?
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I-just think at-thatat the stateof themind I wantedto --

It wasjust-it wasjustwhere--

-- [unintelligible].

-- headwas.

I don'tthink otherdrugsandalcoholplayedamajor, realbig role in

my--

And what-and-andwhatwere--

-- in my actions.

You just self-medicated.

-- youdoing,mostly,with your time, duringthosesix months?I mean,

wereyou sleepinga lot? Wereyou, you know --

At times--

-- you-youweren'teating--

-- I would sleepbut --

-- if you [say if I wereyou].
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-- [unintelligible] starteating.

Yeah.

Urn, thenI startedwriting, uh, writing on my bookandthingslike that,

urn, but sleepinga lot andthingslike that,andjust [unint€?lligible]

muchout front, awayfrom everybody--

Yeah.Did you--

-- [unintelligible] how muchthey [unintelligible].

-- did you go backto work at all or did youjust --

[unintelligible].

Not 'til afterthetrials wereoverwith.

So, thenyou wereup-partof the time you'dbeup with your family and

stuff like that, or wereyou mostlystaying--

[unintelligible] partof thetime, yeah.

-- [unintelligible]. Soyou basicallymovedout, then.And thetown-so,

at thatpoint, thetown wasfull of rumors,full of craziness,but youjust

hadto getawayfrom it andgo bewith your family --

And where--
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-- andtry to protect[unintelligible].

-- wherewereyouworking at thetime?

[Minter] Ice Creamcompany.

Okay,andba-you-youhadto keepworking, right? I mean,somebody

had--

Right.

-- to keeppayingthebills.

[unintelligible] keptdriving backandforth to work.

Right. And you weredriv-wha-uh,wereyou driving a truck-tru-anice

creamtruck at thetime, or wereyou...?

Right.

Okay.

Not avan,but a truck.

Right.

Like delivering--
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[unintelligible].

-- to-to, uh, to stores--

Stores.

-- andstuff?

Yeah.

Okay.And how did-howdid peopleat work, I mean,how did people

talk to you or actaroundyou?I mean...

Theywas-- theykilled mekindness.I've neverbeenoverwhelmed

with generosity--

Yeah.

-- I quit my job. I wentto my bossandsaid, "Look. I-you know, I had

a 110customersI counton everyweek,andI've beendoingthis for

years,andwhentheyfound out it wasus, [but] thepeopleof my

customersjust, theywould-everyoneoneof themwould comeup and

I'd go in thestoresandsell themice creamandcomeup andgrabme

andhugme," --

Oh.
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-- "andcry, makemecry, andthatwenton until it justwaskilling me."

Yeah.

I wentandtold my-John,my boss,I said,"I gottaquit."

You just didn'twant--

[Didn't want it]. SaidI can'ttakeit. They'retoo niceto me.

Right.

[unintelligible] showeredmewith love --

[unintelligible].

-- andI can't [help it].

And everyoneelse'sgriefandfeelingsoverthis, you know, even

thoughyou don't-theydon't thinkthey'redoing thatin manyways,

'causethey feel stuff --

I --

-- they'reusing-youbecometheir placewhereall their griefhasto go

to, andyou'relike, "I can'tcarryeverybody's."

Right. And therejust trying to be--
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Doesit--

-- nIce.

This is jumpingout of the story,but, you know, it's like I �~ I-I've cried

on morethanoneoccasionthinking aboutyour son,andI'm oneof

thousands.

Yeah.

Doesthatcomfortyou now?Do-do-doesit meansomethingto you

thatsomanypeoplecareaboutStevieandthat-thathe'ssucha partof

people'smemory?Doesthat--

Yeah.

-- mat-isthatmeaningfulto you?

Wewentup hereto [Bryant's] breakfasthouseheretheotherday, get

somebreakfast. Wewalkedin, meandPamwalkedin, andthat lady,

uh, behindthecashregister,tell 'emwhatshetold you.

Sherememberedwho I wasand,urn, I wastelling heraboutmeeting

JohnWalsh,shewastelling meabouta story that JohnWalshhadin

thepaperandI wastelling heraboutmemeetingJohnWalshandJohn

Walshtelling meI wasa lady with a lot of courage,not to give up,

and,uh, shetold methatI really was.
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Is heyour columnistwho writes for the local --

America'sMost Wanted.

Oh, JohnWalsh,you mean--

Yeah.

-- [unintelligible], I'm sorry. I didn't think abouthim for aminute.

No, 'causeofWal-'cause--

I know you guys--

-- this-this-thisshow--

-- mayevenbenefit.

Right.

-- theydid abit on this-onthis story --

Yeah.

-- beforethey-beforethey,uh--

Whenwe hearedthis --
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Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

PamandTerry HobbsIntention(2 of 2)
Page19

-- arrestedtheboys.

-- [unintelligible] andit's just,we still hearpeopletalk aboutit.

See,nowthat-I think that, you know, it's funny, becauseI think that

yeah,you know, the documentariesandthe wholeWestMemphis

Threething, it's a-it'sobviouslya big partof what getspeople's

interest,but I just-I think there'ssomethingabout,you know, seeing

those-seeingthe photographsof, you know, of-of your-ofyour boy

and-andChris andMichael --

[unintelligible] terrible.

-- you know, thatyoujust seethosepicturesof, youknow, freshface,

youknow, happykid and--

He only hasfive haircuts.

[unintelligible] but actuallythis one--

Yeah.

-- is soprecious.This oneI just kepton looking at. Oh, precious

picture. I wantto seemorepicturesof him if you [havesome].

[Yeah] [unintelligible] --
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Male Voice:

Male Voice:

PamHobbs:

Male Voice:

PamHobbs:

Male Voice:

PamHobbs:

Male Voice:

Male Voice:

Male Voice:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Male Voice:

Pam and Terry Hobbs Intention (2 of 2)
Page20

[unintelligible].

We might love to --

I've gota--

-- seemore.

-- picture[box].

We might need[unintelligible].

I don'thave'emwith-with menow.

Okay,all right. That'sprobablygood,becauseI would probablyloseit

if I werelo-flipping through--

[unintelligible] earlier--

-- thosepictures.

-- I just at the storeyou talkedabout,I-I beenkindaholdin' back--

[unintelligible].

-- thewholetime, you know?

I'm goingto useyour restroomrealquick, if you don'tmind?
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Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

PamandTerry HobbsIntention(2 of 2)
Page21

We-wehavea lot of picturesfrom whenwe hadthathouseoverthere

on [McCollin] Street--

Yeah.

-- with thebig pool andall that.

Yeah.

Got a lot of picturesfrom thatplace.

Yeah,it's hard.This is hardfor me. I mean,youknow, it's just-it'shard

to-to even-evenimaginethat,urn, you know, this is very -- you should

postthis, you know, because,I mean,that, I don'tknow, I readthis and

I just think, "That's-that'swhat-that'swhatGod cando." You know?

Whatonly Godcando, 'causeif-if-if Godcantakeyou throughthis to­

to a point whereyou canwrite somethinglike that,you-boy,you are

strong.

He wouldn'tputmoreon you thanyou --

Thanyou--

-- thanyou canbear.

-- thanyou canbear.Well, you-youtwo got pushedall theway to the

limit --
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PamHobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

Male Voice:

Terry Hobbs:

PamHobbs:

PamHobbs:

Male Voice:

PamHobbs:

Male Voice:

PamHobbs:

Male Voice:

PamandTerry HobbsIntention(2 of 2)
Page22

Mm-hmm.

-- I'll tell you that.

Mm-hmm.

Oh, God.

It's been,00, somethingelse.You hopeno oneelsegoesthrough,you

know?

I treasurethateightyearsI hadwith him. I wasblessed.He wasan

Honorstudentandjust thebestlittle boy amothercouldeveraskfor.

And I'd saynowhemight not havegottenmemy [unintelligible]

PromisedLandon this earth,buthe'sin Heaven--

Yeah.

-- living in my PromisedLand,so.

That'syour PromiseLand.

Yep.

You knowmy, uh, urn...
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Retrial sought in '94 slayings
BY CATHY FRYE

Posted on Saturday, May 31, 2008

URL: http://www.nwanews.com/adg/National/227270/

rage1 or .J

DEPOSITION
EXHIBIT
�~�O

Hob S VJ!7i

JasonBaldwin's1994capital-murdertrial lackednumerouswitnesseswho couldhave
playeda pivotal role in his defense- from theart teacherwho couldhavegivenhim an
alibi to thejuvenile-detentionsupervisorwho saysthesherifforderedherout of town to
avoidtestifying,accordingto documentsfiled Fridayin CraigheadCountyCircuit Court.

Baldwin'scurrentdefenseteamfiled a 1, soo-pagewrit of habeascorpusandexhibits,
petitioningthecourtto eithervacatehis convictionor granthim anewtrial in light of
DNA evidenceobtainedin thepastyear.

OnThursday,his attorneysfiled adifferentwrit with theArkansasSupremeCourtthat
claimsprosecutorswithheldcrucialevidencefrom Baldwin'strial attorneys.Theyalso
filed anAmendedPetitionfor ReliefunderRule37thatclaimsa multitudeof errors,
includingimproperdeliberationsby thejury andprosecutorialmisconduct.

Friday'sfiling saystrial attorneysbungledBaldwin'sdefenseby failing to call key
witnessesandby nothiring a privateinvestigator.It alsorequestsa newtrial perthe
state'sDNA law, which allowsanyoneconvictedof a crimeto askfor a re-examinationof
evidenceif newtestsor sciencehavebecomeavailable.

Baldwin, who, atage16,wastheyoungestof thethreeteenagedefendants,was
convictedandsentencedto life 15yearsagofor themurdersof three8-yearoldboys:
SteveBranch,MichaelMooreandChrisByers.Baldwin andDamienEcholsweretried
together.Echols,then18, receiveda deathsentence.JessieMisskelley,then17,wastried
separately,havinggivenpolicea confessionthatwould laterbedeemedinadmissiblein
theotherboys'joint trial.

Thetrials andconvictionsgainednationalattentionatthetimebecauseof thelurid
allegationsof satanicandsexualrituals involvedin themurders.'I WANT TO GETIT
OVERWITH'

Overtheyears,thethreedefendantshaveattractedan internationalfollowing of people
andcelebritieswho believethattheinvestigationandresultingtrialswereflawed.The
intensescrutinyhaslongirritatedprosecutorsandstateofficials, who contendjustice
wasserved.

In a courthearingthis spring,CraigheadCountyCircuit JudgeDavid Burnett orderedall
involvedin thecaseto quit talking to newsmediabeforeappealshearingsscheduledfor
thefall.
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"I'm tiredof readingaboutthis casein thenewspapersandseeingit on television,"he
saidashetookthebenchonApril 15. "I'll find you in contemptof courtif I seeanynews
accountthatattributes[information] to anattorney."

Thejudgeexpressedfrustrationwith therepeatedquestioningof themen'sconvictions.
"This hasbeengoingon 15years.I wantto getit overwith."

Thecasegainednewmomentumin thepastyearastheresultsof newDNA testing
emerged.

Thoseresultswerenotedin Friday'sfiling, themostsignificantbeingthelackof DNA
found at thecrimesceneor on thevictims'bodies.Defenseattorneyscontendthatif one
adheresto thestate'stheorythatthechildrenwerekilled in abloody,satanic,sexual
ritual, DNA from the defendantswouldhaveto havebeenleft behind.

Thefiling refersto thefindings of six scientists,all of whomagreethattheboys'injuries
werecausedby animalpredationafterdeath- not aknife, asprosecutorsarguedat
trial.

Also at issuearetwo hairsthatappearto link TerryHobbs,thestepfatherof oneof the
boys,to thecrimescene.In June2007,afterDNA resultsbeganappearingin thenews
media,theWestMemphisPoliceDepartmentaskedHobbsto go in for another
interview.He deniedanyinvolvementin themurders- to detectivesand,later, to the
ArkansasDemocrat-Gazette.

In Friday'sfiling, the defensepointsagainat Hobbs,citing aninterviewwith awoman
hedatedfor six monthsin 2002-03.ThewomansaidHobbstold herthathewasthe
first to find theboys'bodiesbut didn't tell thepoliceor hiswife abouthis discovery.

"That'ssocrazy,"HobbssaidFridaywhenaskedaboutherclaims."Somepeoplewill say
anythingto gettheir 15 secondsof fame,andthat, to me,soundslike oneof those
people."

Thewoman,hesaid,wasn'ta girlfriend. Shewasinterestedin him, buthedidn't
reciprocate.

"And no," headded."I didn't find theboys'bodies."WHAT THE JURYDIDN'T HEAR

In Friday'sfiling, defenseattorneysrepeatedlyreferto witnesseswho theysayeither
wereintimidatedinto silenceor werenevercalledby thedefense,despitehavingshared
informationwith Baldwin'sattorneysbeforetrial.

In oneaffidavit, a potentialwitnesssaidformerCraigheadCountySheriffLarry Emison
threatenedher.

JoyceCuretonoversawtheJuvenileDetentionCenterin Jonesboro,whereBaldwinwas
heldbeforeandduringhis trial. Beforetrial, defenseattorneyscontactedher,hoping
hertestimonywouldhelp discreditoneof theprosecution'sstarwitnesses- ajuvenile
inmate,MichaelCarson,who claimedthatBaldwintold him thathedismemberedthe
boysandsuckedbloodfrom their genitals.Curetonalsocouldhaveauthenticated

http://www.nwanews.comiadglNational/227270/printi 07117/2009
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recordsshowingthatCarsonandBaldwin appearedto havebeenalonetogetherononly
oneoccasion.Defenseattorneysalsowantedherto attestto Baldwin'sgentlenatureand
goodbehaviorat thefacility.

IIi heraffidavit, Curetonsaid:"Thethen-sheriff,Larry Emison,instructedmeto getout
of CraigheadCountyimmediately.He told meI betternotbein court."

Curetonsayssheobeyed,leavingfor Newportwith herhusband.

"I regrettedleavingtownto avoidtestifyingatJason'ssentencing,"sheadded."I would
not haveleft ifthe sheriffhadnot instructedmeto do so."

Emisondid not returna call for commentFriday.Additional affidavitsfrom numerous
detentioncenterstaffmembersandformerinmatessupportCureton'sassertionthat
Carsonlied aboutBaldwinbraggingaboutthekillings.

All saythatBaldwin refusedto talk aboutthecaseandrepeatedlydeniedany
involvement.Formeremployees,relying on old recordsandlogbooks,sayBaldwin and
Carsononceplayedcardstogether,butnothingwassaidaboutthemurders.Former
inmateswho werein thatgamealsodenythatBaldwinoffereda confession.Noneof
thesepeoplewerecalledto testifyin 1994.

Copyright © 2001-2009 Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Inc. All rights reserved.
Contact: webmaster@nwanews.com
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IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
EASTERNDISTRICTOFA'RKANSAS

WESTERN DIVISION

DEPOSITION
EXHIBIT
32

TERRY HOBBS,
Plaintiff,

v.

NATALIE PASDAR,etaI.,
Defendants.

§
§
§
§
§
§
§

CV NO.: 4-09-CV-0008BSM

DECLARATION OFDAVID JACOBY

I, DavidJacoby,declareasfollows:

1. ''My nameis David Jacoby. I am over the ageof 21 andcompetentto give this
declaration.

2. All of the information set forth hereinis within my personalknowledgeand is
trueandcorrect.

3. I am a friend of Terry Hobbs andPamHobbs. On May 5, 1993, I lived in the
sameneighborhoodasTerry andPamHobbsandtlieir childrenStevieBranchand
AmandaHobbs. StevieB.ranchwas one of the three little· boys murderedin the
Robin HoodHills areaof WestMemphis,Arkansason or aboutMay 5, 1993.

4. The murders,the investigationinto the murders,the victims, the families of the
.victims, the trials of the threeteenagersultimatelyconvictedof the murders("the
West Memphis Three"), their appeals,and the{question of whether the West
Memphis Three actually committedthe murdershavereceiveda lot of national
and local pressattentionsince 1993. I personallyhave receiveda greatdeal of
requestsfor interviewsfrom the press,aswell as from investigatorsandwriters,
regardingthe questionsof who committedthemurdersandwhetherTerry Hobbs
was involved in the murdersof the three little boys. I havegenerallyrefusedto
talk to the pressaboutthe murders,the eventsrelatingto the murdersandTerry
Hobbs.

5. Terry Hobbs and I worked togetherat the Memphis Ice Cream Companyin
M:emphis,Tennesseein May of 1993.

6. OnMay 5, 1993,I workedat the MemphisIce CreamCompany. I gothomefrom
work at approximately4:30 PM on that day. Sometimebetween5 PM and5:30
PM on May 5, 1993 (it could havebeenas late as 6 PM, but I believeit was
between5 and5:30 PM), TerryHobbscameoverto my house.

PAGEl
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7. I believeI sawTerry'sstep-son,StevieBranch,ride by on his bicyclein thestreet
in front of my house. I alsobelieveI sawtwo otherlittle boyswith Stevie.Oneof
theotherboyswho wentby the front of my housewas on a bicycleandtheother
boywasona skateboard.

8. Terry andAmandacameinsidemy house. Amandaplayedwith toys, andTerry
andI satdown andplayedguitarsfor up to onehour. At somepoint while Terry
and I were playing guitars, I asked,''Where'sStevie?"becauseStevieusually
cameover to my housewith Terry andAmanda(andalsoPamHobbswhenshe
cameover). TerryrespondedthatSteviewasriding his bike.

9. Betweenapproximately6 PM and 6:30 PM on May 5, 1993,Terry got up from
playing guitarsandtold methathe wasgoing to his houseto seeif Steviewasat
home. Terry told methatSteviewassupposedto behomeandhethoughtfor sure
Steviewould be home"before dark" or ''by dark," or somethingto that effect.
Terry thenleft my house. I am90% surethatTerry left Amandaat my housefor
meandmy wife to watchandthatTerry left my housealone.

10. Terry wasgonefrom my housefor awhile. Terry returnedto my houselater and
askedif Steviehadcomeby. WhenI saidno, I volunteeredto go out with Terry
to ride with him to look for Stevie.

11. Terry and I drove aroundthe neighborhoodfor approximately10-15 minutes
looking for Stevie. We drove nearsomeapartments. We did not stop at any
housesor talk to anyoneat this point.

12. Terry then droppedme off at my houseand said he was going to checka few
otherplacesfor Stevie. I believeTerry againleft alone,with Amandastayingat
my house.

13. After awhile, Terry drove back to my house. I againwent with Terry to ride
aroundandlook for Stevie. We drove two moretimes nearlythe sameroutewe
haddrivenbefore. I rememberthatwe againwentby the apartmentcomplexand
sawsomekids playing. Terry told the kids thathe was looking for a little blond
headedboy. A little blackgirl told Terry thathe hadseenthat thereweresome
boys riding their bikesnearthewoodsneartheapartments,which weretheRobin
HoodHills Woods.

14. Terry againtook mehomeanddroppedme off becauseit was gettingdarkandI
was going to changeclothesand get flashlights to searchfurther. I do not know
whereTerry went,but I expectedhim to comebackto getme. I believehetook
Amandawith him. I changedclothes,butTerrynevershowedbackup.

15. PamHobbsdid comeover to my houselater looking for Stevieand I droveher
around to look for him. Pam and I endedup meetingup with other people
looking for Stevie and the two other boys, including Terry. Specifically, in
addition to Terry and Pam,I also recall searchingat different times with Jackie
Hicks, Sr. (Pam'sfather). I also recall seeingDanaMoore and Mark Byers out
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lookingfor their boys.I searchedfor Stevieandthe otherboysuntil nearly3 AM
onMay 6, 1993,andthenI wenthome.

16. I was not in Robin Hood Hills Woods searchingfor Stevie or other missing
childrenaloneor with Terry HobbsonMay 5, 1993at or near6 PM or 6:30PM.
Additionally, I recall that I was not looking for Stevieor the otherboysnearthe
woodsuntil it wasalreadydark:,muchlaterthan6 PM or 6:30PM.

17. I searchednearthewoodsby the apartmentsandstoodnearor on thepipebridge
into the woods. However,I did not crossthe pipebridgeinto the woods. I also
drove around to the Blue Beaconside of the woods and looked in the weeds
aroundthe woods. I madeit far enoughinto the woods to seethe pipe bridge
from thatside.

18. I did not seeTerry Hobbscall the police on May 5, 1993or May 6, 1993. Also,
Terry did not tell mehehadcalledthepoliceanddid not askmeto call thepolice
on thosedates. I did not know thatanyonehadcalledthepoliceuntil I sawPam
onthenightof May 5, 1993.

19. On May 5, 1993 and May 6, 1993, I did not drive by or go inside the police
stationaloneor with Terry Hobbsor anyoneelse. I did not seeTerryHobbsgo to
thepolicestationon thosedates.

20. Terry Hobbshasnevertold me thathe sawa"blackbum" or anyotherindividual
nearRobinHoodHills Woodsonthemorningof May 6, 1993.

I declareunderpenalty of peJjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this
�~�N NE.$ Se.ei:

declarationwasexecutedin ShelbyCounty,�~�s�a�s�.

Dated:
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IN THE UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
EASTERNDISTRICTOFARKANSAS

WESTERNDIVISION.-

DEPOSITION
EXHIBIT
37.-

TERRY HOBBS,
Plaintiff,

v.

NATALIE PASDAR,etal.,
Defendants.

§
§
§
§
§
§
§

CV NO.: 4·09-CV-0008BSM

DECLARATION OFDAVID JACOBY

T, DavidJacoby,declareasfollows:

1. "My nameis David Jacoby. I am over the ageof 21 andcompetentto give this
declaration.

2. All of the information set forth hereinis within my personalknowledgeand is
trueandcorrect.

3. I am a friend of Terry Hobbs andPamHobbs. On May 5, 1993, I lived in the
sameneighborhoodasTerry andPamHobbsandtheir childrenStevieBranchand
AmandaHobbs. StevieBranchwas one of the threelittle· boys murderedin the
RobinHoodHills areaof WestMemphis,Arkansasonor aboutMay 5, 1993.

4. The murders,theinvestigationinto the murders,the victims, the families of the
.victims, the trials of the threeteenagersultimatelyconvictedof themurders("the
West Memphis Three"),their appeals,and the 'questionof whether the West
Memphis Three actually committedthe murdershavereceiveda lot of national
and local pressattentionsince 1993. I personallyhavereceiveda greatdeal of
requestsfor interviewsfrom the press,aswell as from investigatorsandwriters,
regardingthequestionsof who committedthemurdersandwhetherTerry Hobbs
was involved in the murdersof the threelittle boys. I havegenerallyrefusedto
talk to thepressaboutthe murders,the eventsrelatingto the murdersandTerry
Hobbs.

5. Terry Hobbs and I worked togetherat the Memphis Ice Cream Companyin
Memphis,Tennesseein May of 1993.

6. OnMay 5, 1993,I workedat theMemphisIceCreamCompany. I gothomefrom
work at approximately4:30 PM on thatday. Sometimebetween5PM and5:30
PM on May 5, 1993 (it could havebeenas late as 6 PM, but I believeit was
between5 and5:30PM), TerryHobbscameoverto my house.
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7. I believeI sawTerry'sstep-son,StevieBranch,ride by onhis bicyclein thestreet
in front of my house. I alsobelieveI sawtwo otherlittle boyswith Stevie.Oneof
theotherboyswho wentby the front of my housewas on a bicycle andtheother
boywasona skateboard.

8. Terry andAmandacameinsidemy house. Amandaplayedwith toys, andTerry
andI satdown andplayedguitarsfor up to onehour. At somepoint while Terry
and I were playing guitars, I asked,''Where'sStevie?"becauseStevieusually
cameover to my housewith Terry andAmanda(andalsoPamHobbswhenshe
cameover). TerryrespondedthatSteviewasriding his bike.

9. Betweenapproximately6 PM and 6:30 PM on May 5, 1993,Terry got up from
playing guitarsandtold methat he wasgoing to his houseto seeif Steviewasat
home. Terry told methatSteviewassupposedto behomeandhethoughtfor sure
Steviewould be home"before dark" or' ''by dark," or somethingto that effect.
Terry thenleft my house. I am90% surethatTerry left Amandaat my housefor
meandmy wife to watchandthatTerry left my housealone.

10. Terry was gonefrom my housefor awhile. Terry returnedto my houselater and
askedif Steviehadcomeby. WhenI saidno, I volunteeredto go out with Terry
to ride with him to look for Stevie.

11. Terry and I drove aroundthe neighborhoodfor approximately10-15 minutes
looking for Stevie. We drove nearsomeapartments. We did not stop at any
housesor talk to anyoneat this point.

12. Terry then droppedme off at my houseand said he was going to checka few
otherplacesfor Stevie. I believeTerry againleft alone,with Amandastayingat
my house.

13. After awhile, Terry drove back to my house. I againwent with Terry to ride
aroundandlook for Stevie. We drovetwo moretimes nearlythe sameroutewe
haddrivenbefore. I rememberthatwe againwentby the apartmentcomplexand
sawsomekids playing. Terry told the kids that he was looking for a little blond
headedboy. A little blackgirl told Terry that he hadseenthat thereweresome
boysriding their bikesnearthewoodsneartheapartments,which weretheRobin
HoodHills Woods.

14. Terry againtook mehomeanddroppedme off becauseit was gettingdarkandI
was going to changeclothesand get flashlights to searchfurther. I do not know
whereTerry went, but I expectedhim to comebackto getme. I believehetook
Amandawith him. I changedclothes,butTerrynevershowedbackup.

15. PamHobbsdid comeover to my houselater looking for StevieandI droveher
around to look for him. Pam and I endedup meetingup with other people
looking for Stevie and the two other boys, including Terry. Specifically, in
addition to Terry and Pam,I also recall searchingat different times with Jackie
Hicks, Sr. (Pam'sfather). I also recall seeingDanaMoore and Mark Byers out
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looking for theirboys.I searchedfor Stevieandtheotherboysuntil nearly3 AM
onMay 6, 1993,andthenI wenthome.

16. I was not in Robin Hood Hills Woods searchingfor Stevie or other missing
childrenaloneor with Terry HobbsonMay 5, 1993at or near6 PM or 6:30PM.
Additionally, I recall that I was not looking for Stevieor the otherboysnearthe
woodsuntil it wasalreadydark,muchlaterthan6 PM or 6:30PM.

17. I searchednearthewoodsby theapartmentsandstoodnearor on thepipebridge
into the woods. However,I did not crossthepipebridgeinto the woods. I also
drove around to the Blue Beaconside of the woods and looked in the weeds
aroundthe woods. I madeit far enoughinto the woods to seethe pipebridge
from thatside.

18. I did not seeTerry Hobbscall the policeon May 5, 1993or May 6, 1993. Also,
Terry did not tell mehehadcalledthepoliceanddid notaskmeto call thepolice
on thosedates. I did not know thatanyonehadcalledthepoliceuntil I sawPam
on thenight of May 5, 1993. .

19. On May 5, 1993 and May 6, 1993, I did not drive by.or go inside the police
stationaloneor with TerryHobbsor anyoneelse. I did notseeTerryHobbsgo to
thepolicestationon thosedates.

20. Terry Hobbshasnevertold methathesawa"blackbum" or anyotherindividual
nearRobinHoodHills Woodson themorningof May 6, 1993.

I declareunderpenalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this
�~�N�N�E�,�H�e�.�C�:�:

declarationwasexecutedin ShelbyCounty,�~�s�a�s�.

Dated: �-�"�7�'�;�Z�:�'�-�-�-�-�~�_�c�;�-�'�-�/�_�O�_�"�_�_�7 __
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Outburst in court by victim's dad reflects communitts shock, rage

William Thomas
Seturday, June 5, 1995

"I'll ohase you all the way to hell," screamed the father of one of three schoolboys slain in West Memphis as he ttled
desperately to attack his son's accuser:! kiUer Friday.

Police wrestled the distrau9ht parent into submission, but it was just the first in a serIes of explosive outbursts touched off by
the arrest of three teenagers in the sleylngs last month of 8-year.clds Steve Branch, Christopher Byers and Michael Moore.

As the three closely guarded suspects were led from the gray-brick ml,ll'\icipal court bUilding at mldaftemoon, a crowd of 200
angry people gathered amid shouts of "shoot him" and "bum in hell."

One of the suspects climbed into the back of a police car and curled into a ball as he was driven away to Jail.

Although some West Memphians said they were relieved that there Mad been a break in tha month.old c;ase, the stormy

reaction ofthe families and friends of the Victims dominated a day of shock <lnd rage.

"They're nothing but punKsI punks! punksl" Shouted Pam Hobbs, the mother of Steve Branch, as she stomped out of the
courtroom where the families of the three young victims oame face-ta-face with their Children's accused killers.

�"�~�I want them," she said. "I want to beat their heads up against the wall and kIck them· the same stuff they did to my son."

141 002

Her husband, Terry, stood by, nodding. "I think we'd alllil<e to get at them," he said. ''These were our babies. They were just
kids. I was looking for a way to clImb over a bench myself. It's very hard to sft there," Steve lived with the Hobbses,

For Steve Branch Sr.• who lives in Osceola, Ark., sitting there proved Impossible, Rising from the baG!< of the courtroom, he
tried to fight his way through a line of poHce guardS to gel at one of the suspects, Michael Wayne 'Damien' Echols.

At the time, Echols was being arraigned in a courtroom Jammed with spectators, police and reporters,

Sr.;tnch, a husky man wIth a look of cold anger in his eyes, was subdued and led from the courtroom. A short time later, he

was released. He spoke briefly with the media and then left the scene with his wife and baby, His wife stumbled and almost
collapsed before they resched their car,

It wasn't the only hasty departure,

Pam Hobbs, who has moved to BlytheVille since the slayings, stormed out of the courtroom after the judge ordered anyone

whO couldn't handle the pressure to leave.

"I'm out here bec"mse I screamed, 'punk: and I might go on screaming it," she said, voice high, eyes wet "These arrests
have given me a little peace, but not mUCh. I'll be mad at the West Memphis Police Department till the day I dla"

She fOlDed a crowd of reporters ancl cameras, saying:

"I'm mad. I was out there doing their (the Police Department's) job until they pulled my son Otlt of the ditch. ,hey told me to
go home, go to bed, they'll take care ofit WeH, my son's dead."
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Hobbs was ths most outspoken of the three boys' parents, who said little to one another and sat in different areas in the
courtroom. However, all stared hard at the three suspects as they were brought Into the coutroom one-by-one.

Friends ware equally angry. Linda Dartly, who worked with HobbG at Catfish Island restaurant, studied the suspects and
shook her head. "If they're gUilty," she said, "they ought to be hung."

For the families of the three suspects, it was equally difficult

[41003

"It's like getting hit wIth �~ sledgehammer," said Jessie Misskelley, a mechanlo whose son was arrested and held all day
Thursday. "They asked me to sign for a polygraph, and I did," said Misskelley, who claimed police had held his son 12 hours
without notlfying him.

Some West Memphians were qUick to praise the Police Department for breaking the case. "I think this Is a credit to Our
police force," said Guy Lowe, a retiree who lives near Weaver Elementary School where the boys were in the second gr<lde.
"It was a terrIble thing, and When it happens in your own neighborhood, it makes you think. The preacher says the end of the
world is at hand; he may be right."

Denise Foster, who works in a fast-food restaurant in Memphis, cried when she heard the news. "thIs Is kids killing kids, r
couldn't help feeHl'lg sony for the parents on both sides. I have a 1-year-old. Mothers understand."

Joyce Riley, who works In a West Memphis farm store, said she's afraid It will be a long time before the communlty settles
down, "Thlil[e'S a lot of anger here," she said. "As for those boys· when they're capable ofkiUing, they're not children
anymore. Nowadays, a 16-, 17- and 18"yeaNlldboy knows what's going on in the world. They're not innocent like they were
[1'1 the '505 and '60s. This Is the end of innocence."
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